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PREFACE 


The purpose of this study is to make a aeree of the 
work of the Methodist Episcopal Church with the white popula- 
tion of North Carolina during the period from 1880 to 1937. 
Such a study was motivated by the union of the three branches 
of Methodism, the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, and the Methodist Protestant Church, 
all three of which carry on extensive work in the state. 
First, an account is given of the renewal of activities in 
the South and in North Carolina by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at the close of the Civil War, and the organization of 
the Blue Ridge, the Atlantic Mission, and the Blue Ridge-At- 
lantic Conferences through which the Northern Methodist Church 
has carried out its work with the white population of North 
Carolina during the period under study. An examination is 
then made of the clerical and lay leadership of the three con- 
ferences, The spiritual and temporal progress of the work, 
giving attention to the attitude and activities of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church toward and concerning the subjects of 


prohibition, Sabbath observance, evangelism, recreation, war, 
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and church union, and the progress made in church building, 
and the growth of the church membership is the third phase 
of the work considered. Finally, an investigation is made 
of the missionary and educational work of the Methodist E- 
piscopal Church with the white population of North Carolina 
after 1880, as it was carried on through Home Missions, 
Church Extension, educational institutions, Church Schools, 
Epworth Leagues, and the distribution of Christian litera- 
ture. 

The greater part of the information for this thesis has 
been derived from primary source materials, There is very 
little secondary material available. ‘The chief original 
source material was the minutes of the annual sessions of the 
Blue Ridge, the Atlantic Mission and the Blue Ridge-Atlantic 
Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In addition 
to the minutes of the conferences, the author has carried on 
correspondence with clerical members of the Blue Ridge-Atlantic 
Conference, and has examined the anmal reports of the Mis- 
Sionary and Chureh Extension Societies of the Methodist Epis- 
Copal Church, Much valuable information was found in the New 
York Christian Advocate, one of the chief publications of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 

The author is indebted to Henry Morrison Johnson for his 
study made of The Activities of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the South during the Reconstruction Period, and to Merle 
Elizabeth Carpenter for her help in compiling statistical data. 
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Chapter I 
THE ORIGIN OF THE BLUE RIDGE-ATLANTIC CONFERENCE 


The work of the Methodist Episcopal Church with the white 
population in North Carolina during the period from 1880 to 
1937, had its origin in the Civil War and Reconstruction Era, 
The Methodist Episcopal Church had ceased activities in the 
Southern states with the division of American Methodism into 
two branches in 1844.1 Prior to 1836 the work in North Caro- 
lina was carried on with the Negroes and white people alike in 
the Virginia and the South Carolina Conferences, In the year 
1836 the General Conference set up the North Carolina Confer- 
ence.” When the Methodist Episcopal Church was divided into 
Northern and Southern Methodism, the North Carolina Conference 
adhered to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

During and after ne Civil War the Methodist Episcopal 


lAlexander, Gross, The History of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, p. 15, 
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Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, 1836, De Loos 
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Church began to renew activities in the South. One reason 
for entering the South was the missionary motive since it was 
felt that the Methodist Episcopal Church was needed in the 
South where because of the war many churches did not have 
clergymen. The second reason for activity in the South was 
the desire to assist the emancipated slaves,.° 

With the progress of the Civil War and the penetration of 
the South by the Union armies, many sections of the South came 
into the possession of the armies. As cities and towns were 
captured by the Northern armies, many Southern Methodist min- 
isters who were in sympathy with the Southern Confederacy left 
their charges and abandoned their pulpits.° Methodism in the 
South shared in all the calamities of the Civil War. 


The distresses of the war were intensified by the 
impoverishment and confusion which follow invasion 
and defeat. The actual loss of members--not includ- 
ing colored--slightly exceeded one hundred and thir- 
teen thousand. Hundreds of churches were burned or 
dismantled by use as hospitals, warehouses, or sta- 
bles. College endowments were swept away, and the 
buildings abandoned. Annual Conferences met irreg- 
ularly or in fragments; the General Conference (of 
1862) was not held and the whole of the itineracy was 


Ssweet, W. W., Methodism in American History, p. 304, 


“sweet, W. W., The Methodist Episcopal Church and the Civ- 
fi Was py 96. 


Scrooks, George R i i 
ge R., Life of Bishop Matthew Simpson of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, p. 439. Sie 
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Such conditions led the Northern Methodist Church to follow 
the progress of the Federal army and to occupy the vacated 
pulpits. ! 

_ The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
meeting in Philadelphia, in 1864, held that the South was in 
need of “evangelizing agencies," The bishops were authorized 
by the General Conference to organize annual conferences in 
the South "as might seem practicable and necessary." ‘The 
South was to be approached by three different routes. One 
line of approach was to follow the Atlantic Coast; one the 
Mississippi River to New Orleans; and one through the central 
region reaching into Kentucky, Tennessee, and upper Georgia 
and Alabama.® 

The Federal government aided the Methodist Episcopal 
Church to renew activities in the South. It was claimed that 


the churehes of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, had 


SycTyeire, H. N., A History of Methodism Comprising a 
View of the Rise of the Révival of Spiritual Religion Ti the 
First Half of the Highteenth Century and of the Principal A- 
nts by Whom It Was Promoted in Murope and America; with 
Scie of the Doctrines and Polity 0 iscopal Methodism in 
the United States and the Means and Manner of Tts Mxtension 
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been used as rallying points of disloyalty to the Union.? 
Influenced by military authorities and by Bishop Edward R. 
Ames of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Secretary of War Edwin 
M, Stanton issued an order on November 50, 1863, placing at 
the disposal of Bishop Ames, "all houses of worship belonging 
to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in which a loyal 
minister appointed by a loyal bishop did not officiate."10 
The order of Secretary Stanton further instructed 

the commanding officers at the various points where 

such houses of worship may be located to extend to 

the minister appointed by Bishop Ames all the aid, 

countenance, and support practicable, and the offi- 

cers of the quartermaster's department were ordered 

and directed to furnish Bishop Ames and his clerks 

with substance, ‘when, 1% can be done without preju- 

dice to the service’, 
The disloyal Methodist Churches in North Carolina and Virginia 
were put into the control of Bishop Ames by an order issued 
by Secretary Stanton on December 9, 1863.12 these steps 
caused much criticism of the Federal government and the matter 


was referred to President Abraham Lincoln. President Lincoln 


rebuked Stanton and as a result the orders were later modi- 


9Crooks, Op. cit., p. 459. 
L0sweet, W, W., Methodism in American History, p. 295. 


i1Buckley, James R,, A History of Methodism in the United 
States, Vol. II, p. 178. eee eee Sk 
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Northern churches of all denominations recognized the 
need of mission work in the South at this time. By 1862 the 
Missionary Boards of the various denominations were consider- 
ing the appropriation of money for special mission work in the 
South."* In 1864 the Missionary Board of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church appropriated $35,000 for this Southern work.1° 
By 1869 the Methodist Episcopal Church had formed ten new an- 
nual conferences in the South, 16 The ten conferences, in 
1871, had a membership of 135,442 and 650 preachers. Of the 
preachers 260 were white and 390 were colored while of the 
membership 47,017 were white and 88, 425 were colorea.t? 

The Virginia and North Carolina Mission Conference was 
organized by Bishop Levi Scott at Portsmouth, Virginia, Jam- 
ary 3, 1g67,18 There were reported fourteen preachers; 671 
members; eight Church Schools; and 463 scholars in the church 


13¢rooks, Op. cit., p. 441. 


14 sweet, W. W,, The Methodist Episcopal Church and the Civ- 
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15sweet, W. W., Methodism in American History, p. 295. 
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schools, Included within the boundaries of the new conference 
were the states of North Carolina and Virginia. J. S$. Mitchell 
of New York had been appointed superintendent of the mission 
work in the two states by Bishop Scott in 1866. Mitchell ar- 
rived in North Carolina in August, 1866, and was able to re- 
port 510 members and probationers at the first session of the 
Conference as the result of four months labor in the state.1? 
Because of his familiarity with the territory, J. S. Mitchell 
was appointed presiding elder of the North Carolina district. 
The following preachers were appointed to aid Mitchell in 
North Carolina: W. F. Matton, Wm. Rawlings, J. H. Postell, J. 
W. Naylor, H. A. T, Harris, and J. P. Miller.®9 in the North 
Carolina district there were nine charges, three of which were 
left to be supplied, These charges were Lincolnton, Dallas, 
Wilkes, Yadkin, Buffalo Creek, and Piedmont Springs, “+ 

The second anmual session of the Virginia and North Caro- 
lina Mission Conference was held at Richmond, Virginia, on 
January 2, 1868 with Bishop E. S. Janes presiding. This year 
the conference reported six preachers admitted on trial; one 


admitted into full connection; one located; and one superm- 


19T06, cit. 
20M mites of the Blue Ridge Annual Conference of the Metho~ 


dist Episco al Church, 1892, p. 25, Hereafter cited as Min- 
utes, Blue ge Conrerence, a 


“lMinutes of the Annual Conferences of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, for the year 1867, p. 7. 
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merary preacher, 2@ In 1868 the North Carolina district had a 
membership of 2,291; 243 probationers; twenty-one local preach- 
ers; five churches valued at $2,264; eighteen Church Schools; 
seventy-six officers and teachers in the Church Schools; and 
685 Church School scholars. The sum of $15.25 was reported 
paid on the benevolent collections by the North Carolina dis- 
trict. °% J. S, Mitchell was again appointed to take charge of 
the North Carolina district which now had eighteen charges with- 
in its boundaries.“ 

The General Conference of 1868 divided the Virginia and 
North Carolina Mission Conference into two separate confer- 
ences.“° On the motion of J. S. Mitchell the following reso- 
lution was referred to the committee on Boundaries at the Gen- 
eral Conference: "Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries 
be instructed to the expediency of constructing the territory 
now comprising the Virginia and North Carolina Mission Confer- 
ence into two conferences; the first to be named Virginia Con- 


26 


ference, the other North Carolina Conference". The resolu- 


22Tpid., 1868, p. 7. 
*Srnia,, ps 8. 
Fae, cit. 


29s ournal of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
Copal Church, 1 ‘1868, De OL7. 


“6Tbid,, p. 166. 
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tion was adopted and the General Conference fixed the bound- 


a7 The North Carolina Conference 


aries of the two conferences. 
ineluded within its boundaries the state of North Carolina ex- 
cept the counties or towns west of Watauga County and the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, which were in the Holston Conference. ”° 

The Methodist Episcopal Church has never recognized any 
distinction whatever in the rights and privileges of its mem- 
bers on account of distinction of color; hence, until 1879 the 
work of the church in North Carolina was carried on with the 
Negro and white population alike, 

The North Carolina Conference held its first session in 
1869 in Union Chapel, Alexander County with Bishop A. R. Ames 
presiding, Five preachers were admitted on trial; and four 
were admitted into full connection. MTwelve ministers received 


9 


appointments. © The following report, found in the Minutes of 


1892, describes the progress the conference made in the con- 


ference year ending in 1869. 


The work was actually pushed among the whites, 
and many were found who claimed to have united with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church prior to 1845, and 
to have had no knowledge of the separation of the 
churches, and one, at least, absolutely refused to 


2"Tbid., ps 317. 
“8tpia., ps 314. 


291 mites of the Annual Conferences of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, for the year 1869, p. 7. 
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be enrolled on the classbook of new church, . .Qur 
persistence in this Christ-like work subjected both 
preachers and people, to much misrepresentation and 
no little persecution, but the work was owned of God, 
and prospered. 


The following statistics show the record of the growth of the 
conference from 1869 to 1878.°4 


Year Probationers Members Local Preachers Money Raised 


1869 472 2,859 25 $ 51.31 
1870 876 3,550 27 77 49 
1871 544 4,027 32 166.80 
1872 £,181 7,230 53 240,13 
1873 1,008 7,255 TL. 294.77 
1875 903 7,599 80 212.85 
1876 1,202 8,517 79 370.00 
1877 1,279 8,729 70 129.97 
1878 1,382 8,143 107 190.33 
Officers 
Year Churches Value Church Schools & Teachers Scholars 

1869 10 3,450 48 255 2,540 
1870 28 7,100 

1871 40 13,560 68 559 3,608 
1872 52 19 ,850 

1873 81 29 ,825 

1875 99 39 ,185 104 483 3,804 
1876 104 46,005 112 457 4,488 
1877 110 45,075 Le? 525 5,149 
1878 112 54,515 134 588 5,699 


These statistics represent both the white and colored 


“Ovsnutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1892, p. 25. 


“luimtes of the Annual Conference of the Methodist Epi geo 

pal Chureh, for the year 1869, p. 7; Ibid., TBO, De of ae 

187L, pe 25 Lold,,, Ls p. 145; Ibid., 1873, p. 148; Ibid., 

ABTA De 162 ;" Tora. 1876, p, 174;"Tbia., 1877, p. 163;~Tora?, 
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membership for when the Methodist Episcopal Church reentered 
the South during and immediately after the Civil War no divi- 
sion was made in the membership along racial lines. For a few 
years the Negroes and whites worshipped in the same churches 
and were members of the same annual conferences. Since the 
statistics made no distinction of membership by race, no fig- 
ures are available as to the exact proportion of Negroes and 
whites in the North Carolina Conference, A report at the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1876 however states that "the North Caro- 
lina Conference has about one third white ainkekerset’™ In 
general that was the proportion in membership. At the time of 
the division of the North Carolina Conference in 1879 there 
were about 6,150 negro members and 2,500 white members. 

The plan of having Negroes and whites in the same church- 
es and conferences did not prove suecessful in the Southern 
states and as early as 1872 moves were made at the General 
Conference to secure a separation of the races in the Southern 
Anmal Conference.°° 

At the General Conference of 1876 a resolution was adopt- 
ed which stated that 


Wherever it shall be requested by a majority of 
the white members and also a majority of the color- 


32 yournal of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, 18%6, p. Sol. 


S5Simpson, op. cit., p. 242. 
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ed members of any Anmal Conference that it be di- 
vided, then it is the opinion of the General Con- 
ference that such divisions be made and the Bishop 
presiding is hereby authorized to organize the new 
Conference or Conferences, 


Acting upon the authority of this legislation the North 
Carolina Conference decided in 1879 to divide the Conference, 
The following resolution was adopted: 

Whereas, the growth of our conference is such 
as to allow the division of our conference for the 
better advancement of the common Zion, and 

Whereas, a portion of our state by natural po- 
sition or local interest indicates a distinct fiela 

of labor; 

Therefore, we, the members of the North Caro- 

lina Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

unite in asking the presiding Bishop to make such 

division of the conference as may seem to him best 

for the interest of our church,?* 

The vote was as follows: for--white preachers 7; Negro 
preachers 16: against--white preachers 1; Negro preachers 0. 

Acting upon the resolution, Bishop Jesse T, Peck formed 
the Southern Central Conference which comprised the work among 
the whites, °° W. G. Matton and BE. J. Bird were appointed dis- 


trict superintendents and ten preachers were appointed to 


$4 Journal of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, 1876, p. dole 
“Minutes of the North Carolina Anmal Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 1879, p. 15. Hereafter cited as 
nutes, Nor arolina Conference, 
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charges to aid Matton and Bira,°? 

The Southern Central Conference convened in Concord on 
January 28, 1880 with Bishop Matthew Simpson presiding, °® 
Nine preachers were present at this session. of the Conference; 
three districts, Blue Ridge, Greensboro, and Eastern, were 
formed; and J. M, Welborn, W. G. Matton, and Wm. Rawlings were 
appointed district superintendents of these districts respec- 
tively.°? The membership reported was, including probation- 
ers, 2,596. Church property was valued at $18,700, and benevo- 
lent collections raised were $119.69.7° 

In 1878 the North Carolina Southern Conference had ap- 
pointed a commission to meet a similar one from the Holston 
Conference for the purpose of conferring about the readjust- 
ment of boundaries between the two conferences. The object of 
the proposed change in boundaries was to place the entire 
state of North Carolina within the bounds of the North Caro- 
lina Conference. The "overtures" of the North Carolina Con- 
ference were treated with "silent contempt" by the Holston 


Conference. “~ The Southern Central Conference, in its annual 


S"Tbid., pp. 19,20. 

585 nutes of the Southern Central Annual Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 1880, p. 5. Herearter cited as 
Winutes, Southern Central Conference. 
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session of 1880, appointed W. G. Matton, C. G. Deming, and W, 
Rawlings as a special committee to prepare a petition to be 


presented at the next General Conference for the extension of 


boundaries.*” 


The Holston Conference opposed the transfer of the west- 
ern part of North Carolina into the North Carolina Conference. 
At the meeting of the Holston Conference in 1879, the matter 
was referred to a Committee on Boundaries. The following is 


the report of that committee: 


1st. Reeommend the appointment of a committee 
of correspondence consisting of Revs. F. M. Manning, 
J, Jd, Masker, W. C. Daily, W. C. Graves, and J. W. 
Mann, to correspond with the said parties concerning 
this matter. 

2nd. The instruction of our delegates to the 
General Conference not to consent to, under any cir- 
cumstances the disembodiment of this conference by a 
transfer gt the Asheville District to any other con- 
ference.* 


The Southern Central Conference instructed its delegates 
to the General Conference of 1880 to ask that the entire state 


of North Carolina be included in a conference to be called the 


Blue Ridge Conference, ** The General Conference of 1880 grant- 


425i motes, Southern Central Conference, 1880, p. 26. 


43.5 mtes of the Holston Annual Conference of the Methodist 
weiscopal Church, 1879, p. Se. Hereafter cited as iMinutes, 
olston Conference. 


SSD 


“4vimntes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1881, p. 3. 
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ed the petition and stated: "The Blue Ridge Conference shall 
include the State of North Carolina."*5 It was also declared 
that "the Blue Ridge Conference shall include the work among 
the white people of the State of North Carolina; also, the 
Crotan Indians, "*6 
The thirteen counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains 

which were thus assigned to the Blue Ridge Conference, had 
been ineluded within the boundaries of the Holston Conference 
by the General Conference of 1840. With the division in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1844, the Holston Conference be- 
came a part of Southern Methodism, When the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church began to renew activities in the South in 1864, the 

Holston Conference was first to be organized. A group of min- 
isters which was made up of late members of the Holston Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, met at Ath- 
ens, Tennessee, on June 1, 1865 to reorganize the old confer- 
ence,~’ A circuit incorporating the territory west of the 
Blue Ridge in North Carolina was organized, and was called the 
North Carolina Circuit, A. R. Wilson and J. B. Fitzgerald 


were sent to take charge of the work in North Carolina.” 


453 ournal of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, 1880, p. 582. 


“6rpid., p53 561. 


“Tcurry, op. cit., pe 208. 
48ii mites, Holston Conference, 1865, p. 12. 
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At the meeting of the Holston Conference in Greenville, 


ae the name of the North Carolina 


Tennessee on May 17, 1866, 
Circuit was changed to the Asheville district, °° of which F, 
M, Manning was appointed district superintendent, Other min- 
isters sent to the Asheville district were Wm. R, Long, J. F. 
Woodfin, John Trull, J, F. Evans, and A. R. Bossick. The sta- 
tistical records for the year, 1866, show that the Asheville 
district had 907 members; ninety-seven probationers; fourteen 
local preachers; sixteen church schools; ninety-nine officers 
and teachers in the church schools; and 831 church school 
scholars, ‘The district also reported $964.51 raised for pas- 
tors! salaries, and two churches which were valued at 

$200.00. °4 The following statistics will show the record of 
the Asheville district until it became a part of the Blue 


Ridge Conference, 


Year Probationers Members Local Preachers Money Raised 


1867 327 1,598 13 2,077.41 
1868 239 1,866 11 1,444.30 
1869 403 2,210 14 1,872.85 
1870 409 2,519 16 132.9098 
1871 377 2,138 23 1,890.50 
1872 235 2,064 22 3,283.00 


490s nutes, Holston Conference, 1866, p. 3. 
“Otbid., p. 14. 
PET, pa 26. 


52this figure does not include the pastor's salary which 
was not reported. 
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Year Probationers Members Local Preachers Money Raised 


1873 232 2,203 19 1,689.80 
1874 291 2,539 © 26 1,600.90 
1875 162 2,012 24 1,819.70 
1876 186 44912 22 1,050.00 
1877 325 2,411 35 1,627.00 
1878 429 35,019 30 1,830,035 
1879 353 5,197 31 1,948.55 
Officers 

Year Churches Value Church Sehools & Teachers Scholars”? 
1867 10 $ 1,250 32 198 1,257 
1868 3 500 2a 84 500 
1869 3 400 26 122 851 
1870 10 2,675 26 123 655 
1871 16 2,875 29 161 895 
1872 8 2,000 16 90 560 
1873 14 4,200 15 60 490 
1874 25 5,400 22 102 655 
1875 shal: LO ,100 6 24 225 
1876 8 3,575 11 66 §55 
1877 12 8,200 19 84 805 
1878 24 12,250 LL? 93 728 
1879 40 18 ,600 26 155 1,170 


The question of boundaries continued to be a subject of 
much controversy between the Blue Ridge Conference and the ad- 
joining conferences, In 1880 the Southern Central Conference 
prepared a petition to the General Genravnaes asking that "the 
boundaries of the conference be so extended as to include the 
whole State of North Carolina, together with the Spartanburg 


and Piedmont circuits, now included in the South Carolina Con- 


Sis mtes of the Holston Annual Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 1967, Dp. 16; 1bid,, 1868, p, 19; Tbids, 
De oly reid,, 1870, p. 7; Ibid,, 1671, ps 14; Toid.> 1872, p. 
15; Ibid’, 1873, pp. 40,41; Ibid., 1874, pp. 24,25; Ibid., 
IBTEy pee lds, LOG, ps LO3 Ebid,, 1877, p. 12; Ybia., 
TR7Oy: Ps. Tiuia,, 1899, po. 42. 7° i a 


hg Vie, (4 oe fee et a ta) a Real eta 


: \ ’ hi : +g * 
rt Bet ae 
* 
BKevta® yond  eresoeast Leoni | enecmel. 
08, %8a,f. ef Boog GOS 68 
HE y 6006 5 oe a 5 ‘ 866, 
OF /OL8 £ MS ) S508 


OO, O10 oe & £5ek 
OO.YSG,£ °° ee  £l&S 
$0, 089.5 ae ° Y R608 


de rel : ior ‘ 
GO, G30,f Le Yes. & 
5 
| Sreolstto .. . 
GG, at#edoseT 2 al cov sd euc2T 
ave losoed aetedoneT & Loosion ound euLeT 
Lot ax ei bit 
; y oo, f §3 ef A% OCs, DS yy 
’ 0 > 
008 des &$ 008 
i Ss i. : os M Hoge 
Reps Sai os or 
| ee eer r ao 
Goo Go L 83 e¥a,$ 
f by a ; <> poh 12 
Get LOL ' 2m , S98 so 
pre : ae 7 
O56 oe oo. eo0,5 
OG . : GL£ cos; > 
BG a8 O02, 
ba 7) COL, 0 
‘ : At 
bd fo CYS, 
ae oo Oh 
Bah Se Le a f iar Tol, 
raf < be 
Orr. £ . GOL oe O06, 61 


to toe@etdva s 6d of Beonitnoo esieehunod to neites, 


~Hs edd Sas eoreretaod ey5ff esle orld coowte af YSTO TOS ste 


eonexeinod Laxrtas) axedts0@ edt OBBL aT -escttetetg 


“ee 


ont" teat gettiies esosmotetaod LaLOeD. o ae ov noittteg 9 


edt obolLeat oF en Hehuist xp os 8d € ererion. out | o a@se 
SiucmeIregqe edt At tw yedsopzod , sid Liosad esol to otal 

; . 7) 

4 be en 

—100 antfourd tteee ads ot hohuton.t wo roo te tnosh 


t rigait 


’ 


tebhoiteM: eft to gosta aso) sae ange fog Evit 
Ser re: Ermer, CEERI ® ake eee an . 
Goel been | OL , Bool Be. VEY WA 


1 SORE « 9 Ro a , *. 
«G . SVE. 7? pict : xt of t- LVI 7 7 fre bok Ag 
DSO (OS ER wag pAVOE bE oh. Ge af 
rr . ‘ * 
re a . Pit cS’ ta Yer per 


17 


ference,"** ‘The Blue Ridge Conference, in 1881, appointed a 
committee to confer with the South Carolina Conference on the 
subject of boundaries between the two conferences,” This 
committee reported at the annual session of the conference in 
1882; "That in view of the uncertainty of their reception, 
they did not wait the South Carolina Conference, but communi- 
eated to that body the fact of their appointment and requested 


them to take action thereon, "°6 


When the matter was presented 
before the South Carolina Conference, Bishop R, S. Foster, who 
was presiding, ruled that "the commission was not authorized 
by the Discipline."°! Bishop Foster, however, supplied the 
work in South Carolina with preachers from the Blue Ridge Con- 
ference.” The white work in the South Carolina Conference 
was put under charge of the Blue Ridge Conference, and W. 7, 
Ford and W. F. Parker were transferred to the Blue Ridge Con- 
ference to take over the work, The Rastern district was 


merged with the Greensboro district and the work in South Car- 


olina was added to the Asheville district.°” 


“45 mates, Southern Central Conference, 1880, p, 12. 
“Oinutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1881, p. 9. 
“6Ibid., 1882, p. 20. 
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The Blue Ridge Conference sought another change in bound- 
aries in 1895. ‘The conference sent a delegation to consult 
with a similar one from the Georgia Conference upon the ques- 
tion of boundaries between the two conferences. °9 Augustus 
Graybeal of the Blue Ridge Conference presented a memorial to 
the General Conference of 1896 asking for a change of bound- 
aries between the Blue Ridge and Georgia Conferences.°+ the 
Georgia Conference opposed such a change and the General Con- 
ference ruled that the "Blue Ridge Conference shall include 
the work among the white people of the State of North Carolina, 
and the counties in South Carolina as follows; Oconee, Pickens, 
Greenville, Spartanburg, York, Chester, Union, Anderson, Law- 
rence, Abbeville, Newberry, and Fairfield; it shall also in- 
clude the work among the Croatan Indians."6# Again in 1922 
the Blue Ridge and the Georgia Conferences appointed a commit- 
tee to consider a change in boundaries, ©% The negative re- 
sults of this effort are seen in the report of the committee 
of the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference in 1923. The Boundary 


Commission reported that they had "met with a like Commission 


60Mi nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1895, p. 16. 
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S2Ipid., p. 770. 


6315 mutes of the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Annual Conference of 
the Methodist Bp scoped Church, 1922, p. lol. Hereafter cited 
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from the Georgia Conference, and since said conference could 
give no assurance of better service to the field than we are 
giving, this Commission recommended that the boundary remain 
as it is," 

The annual session of the Blue Ridge Conference in 1901 
requested the Holston Conference to make a readjustment of the 
work lying near the North Carolina and Tennessee line.®® 
There was no change made that year and in 1905 another commis- 
sion was appointed by the Blue Ridge Conference to arrange 
with the Holston and Atlantic Mission Conferences for the di- 
vision of the territory of these conferences into two confer- 
ences, °© The committees representing the conferences met in 
Johnson City, Tennessee, February 22, 1906, and decided to 


67 The committee of the 


make no changes in the boundaries, 
Blue Ridge Conference was continued for another year in order 
to plan for changes of boundaries to be made in the future .°8 
It was not until 1931 that the matter of boundary between the 
Holston Conference and the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference a- 


gain came under discussion, The Blue Ridge-Atlantic Confer- 


64Tpia., 1923, p. 211. 
Suites, Blue Ridge Conference, 1901, p. i4. 
66Tpia., 1905, p. 16. 
o"rbia. , 1906, p. &1, 


68756, cit. 
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ence proposed an alteration of boundaries in the "Copper Hill 
Basin" of Tennessee. ©? The following resolution was passed 


upon and adopted by the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference: 


Whereas, The Holston Conference, the Blue Ridge- 
Atlantic, and the Georgia Conference, each have ap- 
pointments within their respective boundaries, which 
are located within a geological situation known as 
'The Copper Hill Basin', and 
Whereas, The said natural formations have be- 
come a vast industrial proposition growing out of 
the copper deposits therein, and 

ereas, The artificial boundaries now imposed 
tend to hinder the progress of the work of the church- 
es within the said area. Therefore be it 

Resolved, That we respectfully memoralize the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
to make some readjustments of the said Holston, Blue 
Ridge-Atlantic and Georgia Conferences as will be on 
an equitable basis, and so that the said region known 
as 'Copper Hill Basin’ can be included in a program 
hig Will better discharge our responsibility there- 
in, 


At the annual session of the Blue Ridge Conference which 
met at Clyde, October 9, 1s95, ‘4 W. Q. A. Graham proposed the 
division of the state of North Carolina into two conferences, 
The following resolution was adopted by the conference: 

Resolved, That in view of the remoteness of 

Morehead City District and the possibilities of new 


work in that part of the State we ask that the next 
General Conference make a Mission Conference in East- 


6°rpid., 1931, p. 150. 
tpid., p. 177. 
“1ltpia., 1895, p. 12. 
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ern North Carolina to embrace all that part of the 

State east of the meridan of Raleigh and ask our 

General Conference gate and Bishop Mallalieu to 

work for its Formations 
Augustus Graybeal presented this resolution to the General 
Conference of 1896, /9 The General Conference did not grant 
the immediate division of North Carolina into two conferences 
but ruled that 

the Blue Ridge Conference may, during the next four 

years, by a majority vote of the members present and 

voting, with the approval of the Bishop presiding, 

set apart the eastern section of its territory as a 

Mission Conference, the boundaries to be determined 

by the conference and approved by the Bishop presid- 

ing. 
When the Blue Ridge Conference met in 1896 the part of North 
Carolina "lying east of the western line of the following 
counties: Halifax, Nash, Johnston, Sampson, Harrett, Cumber- 
land, and from Pike (town) to Gibbon's Station," was separat- 
ed from the Blue Ridge Conference and placed in a new confer- 
ence called the Atlantic Mission Conference, /° We. Q. A 
Graham was appointed superintendent of the new Mission Confer- 


ence; and twelve preachers were appointed pastors of the four- 


2tpia., p. 20. 
ee of the General Conference of the Methodist is- 


er Se ere ee 


Wiad, p. 349. 
"vimtes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1896, p. 16. 
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teen charges which made up the conference, 6 There were forty- 
three counties included within the boundaries of the Atlantic 
Mission Conference, but the Methodist Episcopal Church had 
penetrated into only eleven of these, /? 

As a result of one year of labor in the new conference, 
the superintendent, W. Q. A, Graham, was able to report much 
progress made in the building of churches and in revivals. 
Graham,in his report to the Atlantic Mission Conference in 
1897, said: “Under our labor more than five hundred persons 
have professed conversion, and quite a number have claimed en- 
tire sanctification, and about 350 have been added to the 
church." 78 Graham also reported that ten years previously the 
Methodist Episcopal Church had but three churches and seventy- 
five members in the eastern section of North Carolina. In 
1897 the Northern Methodist Church had fifteen churches, six- 
teen other societies; three parsonages; a conference school 
with buildings worth $2,500; and a membership of 1200.79 

The General Conference of 1900 legally recognized the At- 


lantic Mission Conference. The Committee on Boundaries of the 


MOrpray°p. lo. 

"ii nutes of the Atlantic Mission Annual Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 1897, p. Il. ereafter cited as 
Minutes, Atlantic Mission Conference. 


eihia ty) a6. 


=, & ae AE } a) : ye 
i ne te an ¥ « q Sis ry 
, Al i aan 
Ki _ S MN, im % , « 
’ oe 3 Ns vy. he oy 
i ee fs “ ‘oN : mn 
“ : +e eae va 
* * ae eet q 1 
ai aie ‘ 
7 it 
i 5 % 
te 
e ' 7 
¥ 
I ‘ 
f Dy 
t M r 


\ whe ot oxow erod? ”“ « 9OHD “ rottog add Pk 


: q : Dik 
eee ee ae or Pa ee eee mee Te ae aa ee 
920 fi Bids. ORS TAD} Serie paeuad | oid -ugata Bx, e b 


Feit | 9g ont turd 


i ihe IR AR ara sia eas VARIG Aaa ‘ ‘i ieee jue 
(oortetetnoa so wel ete air x nodal to * Che" e eT , ¢ 
2 
Ae she ie ee dtewe geend q a er : 
How JrOges aby ,wisdei® .8 19 Wo: 
i | . 
> tn : GS Via V me % Lhi PALS a Sf" ¥ Lo * iad 70 J. St ALFG < 
ne an Pe ee ot Bt & shee i io 4. oa 
iit eomersctac>g noferc 2 SLvaer gee ens 7 qv 
, tes be emcee “tO « 
A Soy wa — P Bo ig ran “ oe . x - a ey 
“719 ASMLSLG Stem TOCmon B evinp. DAS, 10 Lee 
ent of Befhba coed aver Gée Swodes has’ 
ord vYlegoktetec(eiaoy mer taddh Beteoges coals oii & 0 
: Fr San ae SN NN MRE ey Et Ct ae a MRE pyri pe car} ai ce 
WER TSE DO GP roe Ue estar Tod hed AL fi LEGQOR. 
at. ,acitow.8: mdeo G. mokLtoea metas 
v ~ in! 
Lit £8 Seco whch Hoserory fed censdd tetpendeN 
bls ates Gk 4 SABE ae fp with POS =o it Ore el a: 223 LD le ADA hel wv BRD BeNS B 
ieee ee ee a : ay me m woth 
Loones | edsemety 9 s {BOR aN Ts € sends, ;notd re. 2 
" Oy i 
2 Pars Som LN Air 
AOR 0052 ‘Xo nodogiom £ bie Coe ia $ Asttow 
Pas © ate : a ae a] e . ye 4 rh eel + rst i a0 
-7sA: oft Ber brtnoo iia ae QOL To’ gor: cottie® f 
Om fae). See oe ay Pon ps Tae oe ST ee en - ry a}0) ‘ 4, oe 
OE LO Be arog, | SLO inte +S bee ote ; +r up sa mote 
ies re 
oy 


25 


General Conference fixed the boundaries of the new conference. 
The report of this committee reads 
Atlantic Mission Conference shall include the 

eastern portion of North Carolina, commencing at 

Little River Inlet; thence, with South Carolina line 

its west boundary of Robinson County; thence north- 

ward on the western boundary of the following coun- 

ties to the Virginia State line: Robinson, Amberlan, 

Harett, Wake, Greenville, and the following in the 

State of Virginia, Mecklenburg, Brunswick, Green- 

ville, Southhampton, Nausemond, Norfolk, and Princess 

Anne, 80 - 

The work of the Methodist Rpiscopal Church in the eastern 
part of North Carolina made great headway under the leadership 
of the Atlantic Mission Conference, J. F. Dood, of the Mis- 
Sionary Board of the Methodist Episcopal Church, visited the 
annual session of the conference held in Elizabethtown, and 
reported to the New York Christian Advocate that in 1899 "the 
conference had a very prosperous year in the matter of church 
building and in the conversion of souls, "e+ By 1911 the con- 
ference was able to report thirty-one probationers; 1,659 full 
members; nine local preachers; and sixty-eight adults and 
forty-two children baptized. The sum of $6,190 was reported 
raised for all causes. The number and value of chaureh build- 


ings increased by 1911 from sixteen to twenty-nine and from 


80s surnal of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, 1900, pp. 488,489. 


Slupersonal" in New York Christian Advoeate, October 19, 
1899, p. 1669. 
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$9,800 to $32,425, 8 

The Atlantic Mission Conference was dismembered in 1911 
and in 1912 became a part of the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Confer- 
ence, A move toward the consolidation of the Blue Ridge and 
Atlantic Mission Conference was made by the former conference 
in 1908 when a committee of preachers was appointed to meet 
with a similar group from the Atlantic Mission Conference to 
make plans for the consolidation of the two conferences.°° 
The question of the consolidation of the two conferences was 
carried to the General Conference of 1912, which ruled that 
the 

Blue Ridge-Atlantie Conference shall include the 

work among the white people of the State of North 

Carolina, and in the counties of Mecklenburg, Bruns- 

Wick, Greenville, Southhampton, Nansemond, Norfolk, 

and brincess Anne in the State of Virginia; and in 

the counties of Oconee, Pickens, Greenville, Spartan- 

burg, York, Chester, Laurens, Union, Anderson, Abbe- 

ville, Newberry, and Fairfield in the State of South 

Carolina, 

The formation of the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference into 
a non-stock corporation was completed in 1919, The function 


of this corporation is stated in the Certificate of Corpora- 


82; mites, Atlantic Mission Conference, 1911, p. 10. 
S3ii mites, Blue Ridge Conference, 1908, p. 12. 


84 Journal of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
eepal’ Unureh, 1912, p. 597, "7 Ciky ce 
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tion as being to promulgate "the Gospel of Christ, the moral 
and spiritual good of the people to whom it shall minister, 
and the Government of its own internal affairs,"®5 since 1919 


the Conference has remained the same. 


855 nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1919, p. &24. 


a a ee me 7h | 
Oa Ph Te ee a 
3g Pra’. 
fr * . * « Pare, 
i “ ny . ey } a , 
i wy Caras 1h) 
\ VP. A . " 
i ’ i + , 
4 y cf r *¥ 
‘ y : *, 
p 


Levom sid eo) to Logaod end” vtepLomong on a : 
etode Lo tke' ihene $i mosw ot efqoeg oat to boos J ta 
CLeL gow se 82", ganeria Lemmvede awo adi to te 
| . ong es seek eae’ 


* 
+ 
4 
f . 
1 
¥ 
N 
‘ 
‘ 
bal | 
+ ; 
a 
* 
4 
’, 7 ' - 
' ee .; ‘ee 
5 v ors -e i 
a 
4 : ive! 
by 7 ie 42 a 
gts ye Te 
i ‘’ fa - | at. 
F Lap A ¥ 
w 
» 
} ¢ 
Bie ‘'¥ 
B tae f id 
‘ a 
hy re 5, Ge b 
Pl te FY) 
5 , “a 
a4 iter f mi ee ” 
o G! 4 WL A 
a4 FOR A Bb 
Pi b aye e 14 nat 4 
Y ~ f| ay" ar 
ey ¢ Ns et oe a 
; ae P 
\ To “ hee oe 
j r . 
ISS .g , Ofer i fideo. f 
q ¢ eaten! 2 pat 3 Sa a 
ae y Py i oi : 
Gre A ite - 4 an 
@ 7, ad + 
ecm ry i ye ee 


26 


Chapter II 
THE LEADERSHIP OF THE BLUE RIDGE-ATLANTIC 
CONFERENCE 1880-1937 


Twenty-nine bishops have presided over the Blue Ridge, 
the Blue Ridge-Atlantic, and the Atlantic Mission Conferences, 
which have carried on the work of the Methodist Episcopal 
- Church with the white population of North Carolina since 1880. 
Bishop W, T, Mallalieu presided over the conferences more than 
any other bishop, having been president of the Blue Ridge Con- 
ference six times and the Atlantic Mission Conference once. 
Wallace E. Brown and Frank M. Bristol presided over the con- 
ferences six times each, and W. F. Anderson five times. Bish- 
ops F, S. Anderson, J. N. Fitzgerald, EB. G. Andrews, and D. A. 
Goodsell have presided over the conferences four times each, 
Those who have presided three times each are: I, M. Joyce, and 
Earl Cranston, The bishops who have presided twice are: R. 8S. 
Foster, W. P, Thirkifield, and L, B, Wilson. Bishops M, Simp- 
son, H, W. Warren, S. M, Murrill, Thomas Bowman, John F, 


Hurst, Jd. W, Bashford, Henry Spellmeyer, E. G, Richardson, A. 
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W, Leonard, H. Lester Smith, Bigar Blake, Charles M,. Burns, 
William Burt, David Moore, and Edwin H, Hughes, have presided 
over the conferences one time each, It can be seen from this 
list that the outstanding ecclesiastical leaders of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church have directed the work of their church 
with the white people of North Carolina. 

When, in 1879, the work of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
with the white population of North Carolina was separated from 
the work with the Negroes, there were twelve white ministers 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the state.®® in 1880 
there was the same Ady eee? During fhe period from 1880 to 
1957 there were 115 preachers admitted on trial in the three 
-gonferences, Fifty-three came to North Carolina by transfer 
from other annual conferences, making a total of 168 ministers 
admitted to the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
North Carolina. It has been necessary to enlist the aid of 
transfers in order to propagate the work in the state. The 
ministers who have been transfers total 51.54 per cent of the 
total ministerial membership of the conference from 1880 to 
1937. 

Many efforts have been made to encourage the Northern 


Methodist ministry of North Carolina to prepare better for the 


86uinutes, North Carolina Conference, 1879, pp. 19,20. 


Si nutes, Southern Central Conference, 1880, p. 16. 
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work of the pastorate. In 1890 A. H. Gamble proposed the 
formation of an Itinerant Club which would aid in the educa- 
tion of the ministry. Upon the proposal of Gamble the confer- 
ence adopted a resolution which requested the organization of 
an Itinerant Club in each district "to aid the young preachers 
in their course of study, and to give a systematic course to 
every Elder in the Conference who desired to take such a 
course."°8 Again in 1891 Gamble proposed another educational 
method by which a systematic way of preserving the conference 
course of study could be had. A committee consisting of E. J. 
Winkler, J, D, Robeson, and W, G, Matton was appointed to con- 
sider the question of a Conference School of Theology and re- 


ported as follows: 


1. We recognize the significant importance of 
such an organization as an intellectual impetus and 
real help to all our Conference students. 

2. We would request the appointment of a Cen- 
tral. Committee consisting of a President, Vice-Pres- 
ident, and Registrar, with the Presiding Elder of 
the Districts as Chairmen of the District Board of 
Examiners, and Board of not less than three, to be 
appointed from each District, said Board to examine 
in all the courses of study, such students as may be 
on each district. 

3. The duty of the Central Committee will be to 
keep up a helpful, suggestive and instructive corre- 
spondence with all the undergraduates during the year, 

To prepare monthly examination papers to be sent 
regularly to the different Chairmen, who will examine 
the candidates on the completion of each tabulal 
study and send the result to the Registrar who will 


S8immtes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1890, p. 26. 
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keep a careful record of the relative standing in 
each study; and if in any case the standing be not 
up to the required grades, such candidates shall 
have another chance on that subject before the con- 
ference session, 

4, The course of study shall be divided wisely 
among the months of the year, a printed tabulated 
plan of which shall be prepared by the Central Com- 
mittee, as a uniform working basis, said plan to be 
sent to all examiners and undergraduates, not later 
than December 1, of each year. 


A plan whereby the candidates for effective membership in 
the Methodist Episcopal ministry in North Carolina would be re- 
quired to stand an examination quarterly was proposed in 


1892, 29 


In 1920,2+ 1930,9? ana 1936,7° 


schools for pastors were 
held during the summer vacation at Washington and Misenheimer. 
There is no record of the results of any of these schools oth- 
er than the following statement made concerning the school 
held in 1930 at Misenheimer: "The school for Pastors provided 
by Dr. Dawber of the Board of Home Missions at Misenheimer in 
June, was one of the most helpful meetings for preachers that 


has been held in many years,"94 The schools were supported by 


89tpid., 1891, p. 28. 

90tpid,, 1892, p. 22. 

lig mtes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1920, p, 23. 
2@tnia., 1930, ps 118. 

9STbid,, 1936, p. 10. 

94Tbid,, 1930, p. 118. 
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the charges of the Conference, each pastoral charge being re- 
quested "to contribute one dollar for each one hundred members 
or fraction thereo?. "99 It may be seen from these instances 
that although all of the members of the Northern Methodist 
ministry in the state have not been college and seminary grad- 
uates, efforts have been made to produce a trained ministry. 

From 1880 to 1957 thirteen members of the Blue Ridge-At- 
lantie Conference have been elected as delegates to the Gener- 
al Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. None of this 
number has served as delegate more than twice. W. G. Matton 
and C, W, Smith represented the conference two times each, W. 
G, Matton being elected in 1880 and 1884,7° ana ¢c, W. Smith in 
1903 and 1907.°" Other members of the conference who have 
been elected delegates are: J, W, Robeson, T. W. Matney, A. 
Graybeal, 4, J. Johnson, J. T. Matney, J. L. A. Bumgarner, W. 
C, Matney, M. 0, Fletcher, A, M. White, A. B, Dennis, and W,. 
A, Parsons.’° 

There were also thirteen clerical members elected reserve 


delegates to the General Conference. Only two of this number 


95Tbid., 1936, p. 10. 
96vi nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1880, 1884, pp. 7 and 12. 
9"Tpia., 1903, 1907, pp. 16 and 18 respectively. _ 


28Tbid., 1887, p. 10; Ibid., 1891, p. 10; Ibid., 1895, p. 
15; Ibid., 1899, p. 17; Ibid., 1903, p. 16; Ibid., 1907, p. 
18; Ibid., 1911, p. 21; Minutes, Blue ei a aT Confer- 
ence, 1915, p. 19; Ibid,, I919, p- 204 ; 10,, Luce, Bs 1063 
Thid., 1927, p. 176; Tbid., 1931, p. 147%; Thid., 1935, p. 139. 
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were elected twice. W. C. Matney and A, S. Beaman were e- 
lected reserve delegates in 1899 and 1903 ,?? and in 1925 and 


1927100 


respectively. Two of the reserve delegates, W. C. 
Matney and W, A, Parsons, were later elected principal dele- 
gates. Others who have been elected reserve delegates to the 
General Conference are: C. G, Deming, J. M. Welborn, R. M. 
Witt, J. R. Cannon, T. W. Brown, I. EB. Sanders, C. R. Harris, 
J, H. Warren, W, Q. A, Graham, and GC. OC, Benton,1°+ 
The Northern Methodist ministers in North Carolina have 
received low salaries, In 1881 twenty-eight pastoral charges 
paid $2,654.18 for the support of their pastors. ‘The highest 
salary paid any pastor that year was $300 and the lowest was 
$28.50. The highest salary paid the district superintendents 
that year was $700. ‘The total sum paid on the salaries of the 
district superintendents was $1,610. Only two charges paid 
the pastors a salary of over $200, and twelve pastors received 
a@ salary of over &100, 108 The average salary which the twenty- 


eight charges paid their pastors was $94.77, There is no rec- 


9° nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1899, 1903, pp. 17 and 16. 


L005 mites, Blue Ridge-Atlantice Conference, 1923, 1927, pp. 
496.4: (2764 


10lyinutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1887, p. 10; Ibid,, 1891, 
pe 10; Loid., 1895, p. 15; ToLds, 7899, De 17; rbid., 19035, D. 
16; Ibid. , L907, pe 18; Ibid., L911, 2B 21< Minutes, Blue 
Ridge-Atlantic conference, TOLLS, ps. Ibid., Ts,’ Dp. 204; 
Toit, 1923. pb. 190; TBie 1927, De “Ther Tei. 1931, p. 147; 
Tia, , 1935, p, 139... 


10@uinutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1881, p. 27, 
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ord of the missionary appropriation for 1881 but in 1882 the 
pastors receivea $1,955~°° from the Board of Missions which 
raised the average of the salaries from $94.77 in 1881 to 
$168.90 in 1882, This figure does not include the salary of 
the four district superintendents who received, in 1882, a to- 
tal of &2 oto from the charges and $1,545 from the mission- 
ary Mimovriationd)s” Fifty-six years later, in 1937, the 
total paid for support of pastors was $31,649, or an increase 
of $28,944.82 over that of 1881, The lowest salary a charge 
paid its pastor in 1937 was $90.00, and the highest was $1,600. 
The highest salary which a district superintendent received in 
1937 was $1,371. The total paid. on the salary of presiding 
elders was $2,332, Two charges paid their pastors a salary of 
over $1,500, and nine pastors received over $1,000. ‘The aver- 
age salary which the charges paid the ministers was $546.46, 
or an increase of $451.69 over that of 1881, There is no rec- 
ord of the missionary appropriations in 1936, but the average 
salary was raised some by the amounts received from this 
source. | 


The sum of $7.70 was paid to the support of the bishops 


103tpia,, pp. 17,18. 
104 
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Ibid., 1882, p. 27. 
05 
Ibid., 1881, pp. 17,18. 
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in 1881, and by 1937 the amount had increased to $608, 
The total amount paid for all ministerial Support in 1880 was 
$1,328 and in 1937 $69,637,208 

The financial condition of the Northern Methodist minis- 
ters in North Carolina is described by the following report 
given by D, W, Donaldson, district superintendent of Washing- 


ton District, at the annual conference held in 1930: 


In our report of a year ago we made an urgent 
plea for combined churches so as to give preachers 
a full-time job, and assure them a sufficient sal- 
ary so they would not have to take up secular work, 
Experience has proved that churches that pay a lo- 
eal preacher supply only $50.00 a year, who merely 
preaches once a month, and does little or no pas- 
toral work would pay a regular pastor $250 to $300 
a year. There have been fourteen preachers serving 
the charges of the Washington District this year. 
Only two of them, to our certain knowledge have 
given full time to their work. Some have been away 
about half the time holding big meetings, some have 
cultivated farms or taught school. But in almost 
every case the salary paid them by their cimrches 
have been a mere pittance, a small part of what F467 
could have paid had they had a full time pastor. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church has always aided the su- 


perannuate members and their widows and the dependent orphans 


of any deceased members of the ministry through an annual con- 


1O6Minutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1881, pp. 17,18. 


10%vinutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1937, p. 82. 


108tnia,, ps 83. 


1097518... 1930, p. 116. 
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ference organization known as the Conference Relief Fund. In 
the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference this fund began in 1890 un- 
der the name of the Minister's Relief Fund. At its beginning 
the fund was intended only "for the relief of preachers who 
shall be worn out and in need in years to come."110 the ne- 
eessity of such a fund was brought to the attention of the 
conference in 1890 when W, G, Matton read the following reso- 
lution: 
Resolved, That we direct that the money in the 

hands of the Conference Stewards be made a Minister- 

ial Relief Fund, and that it be placed in the charge 

of a Board of Trustees, to be loaned on a good col- 

lateral security, or used in the purpose of real es- 

tate, We also further recommend that the money ac- 

eruing from the Chartered Fund, the Book Concern and 

the conference collection be used from year to year 

to augment the fund, and that no appropriation be 

made from it except to real Conference elaimants,t1l 
Prior to the organization of the Conference Relief Fund, min- 
isters, both effective and retired, were aided solely by small 
collections from the pastoral charges and the amounts received 
from the Book Concern and Chartered Puna, 14 

Each preacher was requested, in 1891, to take a colléc- 


tion for the conference claimants during the first quarter of 


110\i nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1890, p. 16. 
1iitbia,, ps 16. 
11206, eit. 
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the conference year, 219 From October, 1890 to November, 1892, 
the total receipts for this cause amounted to $804.42 inelud- 
ing the interest on aonations.+* In the constitution of the 
Conference Relief Fund which was drawn up at the annual con- 
ference of 1900 are stated the purposes and requirements of 
membership for the organization, "The society,"the constitu- 
tion reads, “shall be called the Blue Ridge Conference Minis- 
terial Relief Association, Its object shall be to secure, 
manage and administer funds for the relief of the needy preach- 
ers of this Conference, their widows, and orphan chilaren, "114 
"It shall be the duty of every preacher who expects to be a 
beneficiary of the fund to solicit special donations and lega- 
cies for the same, as well as to look carefully to the fifth 
collections, in order that the demands upon the society shall 
not at any time be excessive."216 tn the same year an effort 
was made to make some arrangement whereby the amounts invested 
by the Conference Relief Fund would be properly safeguarded. 
fo do this the conference collected the amounts loaned by the 
Fund and placed them in one loan, secured by real estate, 


which doubled the value? Daring the period from 1910 to 


1137 y4a,, 1891, p. 23. 


114tThia., 1892, p. 44. 
115tpia., 1900, pp. 22,23. 
1161p5a., p. 23. 
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1913 the conference endeavored to increase the amount in the 
Relief Fund by encouraging the charges to raise certain amounts 
each year, The amounts of $200, $250, $300, and $400 were set 


118 The Conference Relief Fund 


as the goals for these years. 
inaugurated, in 1916, a campaign to raise $10,000 for the 
cause, +9 The figure was divided among the district superin- 
tendents and they appropriated the amount to the charges. 17° 
At the annual session of the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference 
held in 1916 J. L, Dennis, W, C. Matney, and J, L. A. Bumgarner 
were appointed as a committee to consider a plan for the reor- 
ganization and change of name of the Conference Relief? Puna. 
As a result of this appointment, the Relief Fund was reorgan- 
ized in 1918, and given the name of The Conference Claimant's 
Permanent Relief Fauna, 1° 
Since 1880 the sum of $54,656.19 has been paid to 719 
beneficiaries by the Conference Relief Fund. The sum of 
$76.39 has been the average amount each beneficiary received 
annually. The largest amount that has been distributed to 


claimants in any one year was $2,918 which was paid to bene- 


118vimtes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1910, p. 20; Ibid., 1911, 
pe 26; Minutes, Blue Widge-Atlantic Conference, 1912, p. 26; 
Tbid., 1913; p. 42. 


119115 nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantie Conference, 1916, SOE Se 
120 New York Christian Advocate, December 20, 1917. 
1élis mites, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1916, p. 21. 


122Tpia,, 1918, p. 158. 
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Piciaries in 1930.24 “Conference collections for the eause 


during the period from 1880 to 1937 have varied from $17.00 in 
1995'™ to $1,694 in 1957.125 

The laymen have had a large part in the work of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church with the white population in the state. 
The laymen were organized into a permanent organization known 
as the laymen's Association, at the annual session of the Blue 
Ridge Conference held in 1903, 126 The constitution of the As- 
sociation was adopted when it met for its second annual ses-~ 


Sion in Clyde, in 190460"! 


The object of the Association, as 
stated in the constitution, has been "to interest the lay mem- 
bers throughout the bounds of the Blue Ridge Conference in the 
affairs of the church and to bestir them to greater efficiency 
in advancing the cause of Goa, wt8 The Iaymen's Association 
has continued to meet annually at the place of meeting of the 
annual conference, The organization of a Iayman's Association 


in every church was proposed at the conference held in 1911149 


125tpia,, 1930, p. 130. 

1@414 nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1895, p. 16. 

125.5 nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1937, p. 21. 
126175 utes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1903, p. 18. 

1273 mates, Blue Ridge Conference, 1904, p. 17. 
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The laymen have been organized also into a Iay Electoral 
Conference for the purpose of electing lay delegates to the 
General Conference and to promote the interest of the laymen 
in the activities of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 12° 
Through these two organizations the Methodist Episcopal Church 
has endeavored to interest the laity of the church in North 
Carolina in its work. 

Questions of great importance to the work of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church in the state have been considered by the 
Iaymen's Association and the Iay Electoral Conference. ‘The 
matter of ministerial support has received much attention from 
the laymen, In 1904 the laymen pledged themselves to "make a 
faithful effort, during the next year, to pay the honest debt 
we owe the men who serve us, "tot The interest which the lay- 
men manifested in this question is also illustrated in the 
following resolution passed at the conference held in 1919 in 
which they proposed to raise the salary paid by each pastorate 
to $1,000. 

« « ebe it resolved, that we express our conviction 

that the rising cost of living demands an increased 

support for the ministry, and that the rising wages 

of laborers and increasing prices for what the peo- 


ple have to sell, make it possible for our churches 
to pay larger salaries, 


150Tbia., 1895, p. 16. 
telrpid,, pe 18. 
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That as laymen, upon whom the responsibility 

of the proper support of the ministry rests, we are 

convinced that the cash salary paid a preacher in 

the effective relation, giving his whole time to the 

pastorate, onegt not to be less than one thousand 

dollars s a e 

The spiritual state and the educational work of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in North Carolina were also matters of 
concern to the laymen, The Lay Conference held in 1935 passed 
resolutions in which the laity resolved, 

(1) to be more willing 'to put first things first! 

in the Lord's work; (2) to practice and preach the 

words and spirit of Christ to all men and to all 

nations; and (3) to institute an educational pro- 

gram in our respective churches, teaching the mem- 

bership of the real and lasting necessity of work, 

cooperation and stewardship--with one another, wien 

our pastors, and with our neighboring churches.+ 

Some of the laymen who have been active in the work of 
the Northern Methodist Church in North Carolina are: G S. 
Beaman, L, ©. Jones, R. ©, Kennedy, C. W. Smith, EH. R, Randall, 
U. S. Randall, and J. T. Norris. Only six laymen represented 
the Northern Methodist Church in North Carolina at the General 
Conference. Three of these served as delegate twice and three 
have been elected delegate once. One lay delegate served as 


reserve delegate twice. Delegates among the laity of the Blue 


1325 nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1919, p. 209. 
153tpi4,, 1935, p. 162. 
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Ridge-Atlantic Conference and the years they served are: C. W. 
Smith, (1880, 1908); John M. ackes: (1904); R. C. Kenneay, 

(1912, 1924); EB, R. Randall, (1916, 1920); 0. M. Vernon, (1932); 
and J. L. Thornberg, (1936). lIaymen who have acted as reserve 
delegates are: T, W. Wooten, (1880); John L. Warren, (1904); 

I, BE, Sanders, (1908); C. R. Harris, (1912); W. A. Pegram, 
(1924); Amasa Fulcher, (1932); and A, H, Moore, (1936). 
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Chapter III 
SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL PROGRESS 1880-1937 


In its work with the white population of North Carolina 
during the period from 1880 to 1937, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church has made some progress and exerted some influence in 
many areas of activities. The spiritual and temporal progress 
of the work in the various areas is noticeable though it is 
not great because the Northern Methodists have been a minority 
element, and in some ways an underprivileged group. 

The spiritual state of the church and the spiritual prog- 
ress of the work with the white population in North Carolina 
has been of great concern to the Blue Ridge, the Atlantic Mis- 
sion and the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conferences. During the pe- 
riod from 1880 to 1937, with the exception of a few years, the 
conferences have appointed annually a committee to report the 
spiritual state of the church, and to recommend means of deep- 
ening the spiritual life. 

The spiritual progress of the Northern Methodist work in 
the state is indicated through a number of things which have 
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been considered by the committee as being of importance to the 
spiritual condition of the cmrch. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church has been very interested 
in evangelism among the white people of North Carolina. A 
great need of evangelism in the state was recognized in 1900. 
A committee of the Blue Ridge Conference reported that year 
that "never was the church in greater need of an outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost. The great masses of the people are in immi- 
nent danger, "154 The duty of the pastors and officiary of the 
church, the Blue Ridge Conference pointed out, in 1900, “is to 
turn to God with deep heart searching and a turning away from 
the world, seeking the old-time joy of salvation."155 4 neea 
of evangelism was expressed by the committee on the Spiritual 
State of the Church in 1907 because of the"indifference toward 
religion manifested by the people of many sections of the 
state." 156 

Various methods have been used by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church to put on an evangelistic program in the state and 
thereby to create an interest in evangelism and deepen the 
spiritual life of the church. 

The Blue Ridge Conference held in 1891 exhorted the peo- 


13413 mates, Blue Ridge Conference, 1900, p. 25. 


155,44, eit. 


156ty:4,, 1907, pe 23. 
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ple "to cease to do evil and to learn to do well." November 
22, 1891 was set as a date when there would be held in each 
congregation an evangelistic program in whieh the clmrch would 
"humbly implore the Divine Father through the merits of Jesus! 


shed blood to give us such a revival and church awakening as 


137 158 


has never been known in the conference." In 1898, 


1899 ,+°9 and 1900249 the second Sunday in December was recom- 


mended by the conference as a day of prayer for evangelistic 


efforts. 

The conferences have had from time to time a committee to 
work in the interest of evangelism. The Committee on Evangel- 
ism urged the ministers, in 1914 and 1915, to put on the fol- 
lowing program of evangelism which was recommended by the Gen- 


eral Conference: 


1. Every Day Evangelism. An all the year- 
round personal work program as outlined in the Lo- 
cal Problem... 

2. Every Week Evangelism. An appeal to the 
ministry of Methodism to present such an evangelis- 
tic message as will be followed at least once a 
Sunday by a plea for definite decision for Christ 
in the public congregation, The practice of invit- 
ing people to unite with the church at every Sunday 
Service is particularly commended. 

3. Every Year Evangelism. Once a year a defi- 
nite period in the church calendar for special evan- 


137Tpia., 1891, p. 17. 
138tpia., 1898, p. 20. 
159Tpia,, 1899, p. 22. 
140Tpia., 1900, p. 24. 
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gelistic campaigns, the methods of which shall be 
determined by the pastor with the quarterly confer- 
ence. 

In the application of the principles we pre- 
sent to Methodism the following: 

1. Church Home Week, Thanksgiving Week to be 
Church Home Week, during which the entire local 
church family and constituency shall be rallied in 
daily service... 

5. Wateh Night. Every church in the Methodist 
world is summoned to observe Watch Night. In 1914 
we suggest as an important feature of the program 
the roll call of the entire church membership. 

4, Evangelistic Campaign. From New Year's un- 
til Easter the energies of the church should be di- 
rected to the usual evangelistic efforts such as the 
protracted meeting following Watch Night, the week 
of prayer, interchange of pastors, union meetings, 
gospel team work, or other evangelistic plans. Palm 
Sunday should be observed as Decision Day in every 
Sunday school, and Passion Week services be conduct- 
ed in every church, making Easter Sunday a special 
day of ingathering throughout the church. 

5. Children's Day, The obligation of the young 
people of Methodism to invest their lives in sacri- 
ficial service for Christ as a life task warrants 
the request that at one of the public services on 
Children's Day a sermon be preached on "Iife's Work", 
such as the gospel ministry, home and foreign mis- 
Sionary service, deaconess work, and all other forms 
of Christian work. This is a fitting time to make 
an spac to parents to dedicate their children to 
Christ for special Christian service. 

6. Summer Campaign. During the summer months 
to emphasize such forms of evangelism as test meet- 
ings and, where it 23 the custom, special evangelis-~ 
tic campaigns, , ,l41 


In 1925 the ministers of the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference 
reported a great number of conversions and reclamations but 


only a few additions to the church, Believing that such a 


141i nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1914, pp. 32-34. 
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condition was due partly to a spurious form of evangelism and 

"doctrines preached by unreliable and independent evangelists 

_ of other denominations or no denomination at all," the confer- 
ence requested the pastors to make all services evangelistic, 

dua tctosbetter perform the duties of pastor.1*” 

In various years a conference evangelist has been appoint- 
ed to aid the ministers in their evangelistic efforts in the 
state. Some of the preachers who have acted as conference e- 
vangelists and the years they served in that capacity are: J. 
M, Fowler, (1918, 1927, 1928, 1934, 1935); W. S. Moore, (1919); 
Dy W. Haga, (1930) ; and B. A, Culp, (1931, 1932). ‘The follow- 
ing table which gives the results of the efforts of the confer- 
ence evangelists in various years illustrate the success of the 


method: 


Year Revivals Conversions Additions 


1927 305 125 
1928 14 354. 

1932 23 428 258 
1935 21 300 100143 


Another method by which the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
through the Blue Ridge Conference, has sought to better the spir- 
itual state of the white population in North Carolina is the en- 


1427pia., 1925, p. 26. 


143yinutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1927, p. 216; 
Ibid., 1928, bo BG; Tid. 1935 po ae; Thin, 1935, p. 161. 
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couraging of the holding of mid-week prayer services and class 
meetings, and the organization of the young people into Ep- 
worth Leagues.144 

It is interesting to note that following each special ef- 
fort made by the Methodist Episcopal Church to better the 
spiritual condition of the church, the reports of the commit- 
tee and district superintendents express gratification over 
the progress which has been made. In 1900 the committee re- 
ported that “our entire field of labor is on an upgrade of 
spiritual growth and knowledge, "145 "Our people have never 
been more spiritual than at present," the report of 1903 stat- 
ea. 146 The report of the committee in 1913 read: 

We are not dead. Perhaps those who do not sympa- 

thize with us think, as the politicians say, that we 

are perniciously active. We have much to do before 

we can command the influence that some stronger 

churches have, but we are sure of the fact that the 

people_at large now expect that we will come to the 

front. 
W, A. Patton, superintendent of the Asheville District, re- 
ported in 1914 over 1000 conversions and 750 additions to the 


membership in the Asheville District. 24% 


144015 mutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1894, p. 20. 
145tpia., 1900, p. 24. 

146Tpia., 1903, p. 21. 

147i nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1913, p. 27. 
1481pia., 1914, p. 25. 
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That the Methodist Episcopal Church has made much prog- 
ress in her work with the white people of North Carolina is 
evidenced by the increase in membership which has taken place 
during the period from 1880 to 1937, When the Blue Ridge Con- 
ference met in 1880 there were 333 probationers, 2,575 members 
and thirty-two local preachers. That year the preachers were 
also able to report a total of 251 baptisms, 119 of which were 
children and 132 adults.1*9 In 1937 the conference reported 
fifty probationers, 14,192 members, and forty-four local 
preachers. The number of baptisms reported in 1937 was 367, 


150 


of which 109 were children and 258 were adults. There nev- 


151 white members in full connection 


er has been over 14,296 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church in North Carolina, but 
this figure indicates some progress made in the work. 

The amount of money raised by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church for its work with the white people of North Carolina is 
also indicative of the progress made. The total money raised 
for all purposes in 1880 was $1,626.67 ani in 1937 was $69,637, 
or an increase of over $68,000. ‘The amount contributed to the 
work of the church by each member was .63467 in 1880 and $4.23 


in 1937. In 1928 a total of $111,209 was raised for all pur- 


1494 mites, Blue Ridge Conference, 1880, p. 14. 
150s mtes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1937, pp. 81,82. 
15ltpia., 1924, pp. 31,32. 
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poses, making an average of $8.19 given by each member. 

The progress made in the growth in membership, the in- 
crease in the amount of money raised and the general progress 
of the church is indicated in the reports of the district su- 
perintendents. The superintendent of Traphill district re- 
ported to the conference in 1914 that there was a need "of at 
least four or five new charges. . .if we had the money and men 
to do the work,"15° me progress made in building is exempli- 
fied in the report at the conference held in 1920 by D. S, Ha- 
ga, superintendent of the Winston-Salem district, "Two new 
parsonages have been tmilt and one rebuilt at a cost of approx- 
imately $12,000. One church has been wilt, one rebuilt, and 
two others are nearing completion at a cost of $24,000--a to- 
tal of about $36,000 during the year for building and improve- 
ment."455 an article written by R. L, Haga in the New York 
Christian Advocate in 1915 stated that "Twenty-five years azo 
this conference had a membership, including traveling elders, 
deacons, probationers, and superannuates numbering seventy; 
number of pastoral charges has increased sixteen; churches, 
ninety-six; value of churches increased $266,435; membership 


of churches increased 5,174, A remarkable growth is being wit- 


Bruin) 10i4 y, “31. 


1BSthia, 1920, p. 33. 
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nessed at present, "254 


The statistical tables of the Minutes show a gradual in- 
crease in the number and value of the church buildings. In 
1880 there were forty-seven churches valued at $18,700,199 
and in 1937 the conference reported 176 church buildings val- 
ued at $538 ,004 .+°6 There were only two parsonages in the 
conference in 188019” ana their value was $400, In 1937 the 
number of parsonages had increased to 46 with an estimated 
value of $72,010,198 the amounts paid annually for improve- 
ments made on the churches and parsonages have varied from 
$1,415 to $38,432, In 1880 only $135 was spent for the im-~ 
provement of the buildings?” and by 1937 the amount had grown 
to $13,152, 15° Several years the amount exceeded the latter 
figure .to+ 

At practically every session of the Blue Ridge-Atlantic 


Conference since 1880 there has been appointed a committee 


154.1 ga, K, L., "Down in Dixie", in New York Christian Ad- 
vocate, May 27, 1915. ny 


155ii mutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1880, p. 14. 

156i mites, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1937, pp. 81,83. 
157i mites, Blue Ridge Conference, 1880, p. 14. 

158ui nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1937, pp. 81,83. 
19915 mtes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1880, p. 14. 

160uinutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantie Conference, 1937, pp. 81,83. 
1élsee Statistical Tables, Appendix II, pp. VIII & IX. 
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which made observations concerning the way the Sabbath was be- 
ing observed in North Carolina. This committee has consistent- 
ly defended the sacredness of the Sabbath contending that the 
Sabbath was instituted by divine authority and was intended to 
be a day of rest and meditation upon things of divine nature. 
"The Sabbath is a day set apart by the Creator of all things 
as a day of rest from all secular employment, and our Saviour 
taught that it should be spent in the service of God," the 
Committee on Temperance, Prohibition and Public Morals report- 
ed in ise9,7°* The Sabbath should be observed also because 
laxity in Sabbath observance brings with it a detrimental in- 
fluence to the functioning of the church. The desecration of 
the Sabbath, the Committee pointed out in 1904, affected ina 
large measure the "church membership, making it exceeding dif- 
ficult to maintain our work in many places, "169 

The Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference often pointed out that 
the breakdown of the Sabbath found its roots in many secular 
activities. The enemies of the Sabbath most frequently men- 


tioned are: (1) Sunday labor; 14 (2) Sunday am sements ; +65 


162; tes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1889, p. 22. 


163 r51a,, 1904, p. 23. 


MGsi4., 1889, ps 22. 


165ryia,, 1900, pp. 20,21. 
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(3) open stores for the sale of luxuries ;+66 (4) Sunday travel 
which prospered as a result of the urgence of the railroad and 
steamboat companies, +6? The church was also criticized as 
having contributed much to the desecration of the Sabbath 
through a “laxity on its part in the faithful administration 
of wholesome discipline, and the failure of many of its minis- 
ters to come boldly to the defense of this holy day "268 

The Blue Ridge Conference held that Sunday labor desecrat- 
ed the rights of human personality. The committee reported in 
1910 that the 

Sabbath was made for man; for man's benefit; to 
exact, to live, to preserve, not to enslave. 
It is a shame and an act of oppression to take 

it from him. It is a matter of extortion to take 

from the poor man the day that, if properly observed, 

keeps him from exhaustion and decay, in order that 

his employer may get the last drop of his life's ser- 

vice. 

The Committee on Temperance, Prohibition and Public Mor- 
als regularly submitted reports which called upon the minis- 
ters to preach on Sabbath observance and to exert influence 


whenever possible to persuade the people to observe the sanc- 


166Ibia., 1902, p. 23. 
167Tbia., 1904, p. 23. 
168Tpid., 1890, p. 22. 
169tpia., 1910, p. 23. 
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tity of Sunday 70 The reports also called for the erection 
of "family altars in every home," and the securing of "better 
observance of the General Rules of the church."171 tn igg9 
the conference favored legislation in this matter. The com- 
mittee reported that "we favor the enactment of such laws and 
the adoption of such measures as will bring about a greatly 
needed reformation on this subject. "+78 

In its work with the white population of North Carolina, 
during the period from 1880 to 1937, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church has continually fought and protested against the sale 
and use of intoxicating drink. The subject of prohibition has 
never been allowed to disappear from the minds of the members 
of the cmrch. Practically every year a Committee on Temper- 
ance or a Committee on Temperance, Prohibition and Pyublie Mor- 
als has had published in the Minutes statements and resolutions 
giving the attitude of the church toward the sale and use of 
liquors in North Carolina, These reports have been frank in 
the condemnation of the liquor traffic. The enthusiasm with 
which the conference condemned the use of liquor is seen in 
the following report of the Committee in 1904 which stated 


that the use of liquor was 


170Tpia., 1890, p. 22. 
Liltpia., 1910, p. 23. 
172Tpia., 1889, p. 22. 
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the giant foe of all moral, civil and religious 

progress, , .This blighting curse is ruining the 

young men, .« ,and making demons of loving hus- 

bands and affectionate fathers, thus blighting 

thousands of homes and bringing discord, grief, 

poverty, and want to happy firesides and leaving 

hothing but death and destitution in the wake of 

its awful progress; therefore, 

Resolved, First, That we, the members of the 

Blue Ridge Conference take an unflinching, immovable 

stand against the dishonoring, soul-destroying busi- 

ness, and seek its extirpation by all lawful and 

Christian means,1/3 
The destructive agency of liquor is "entrenched behind the 
greed of capital and perverted appetite," the committee re- 
ported in 1908.74 "the people need to know the danger of our 
institutions from this cruel monopoly; the injurious effects 
to mind and body; and worse than all, no drunkard shall in- 
herit the kingdom of Heaven," the committee declared in the 
same year, 175 The “only mission" of intoxicating liquor, the 
committee declared in 1883 is "to demoralize and unfit for 
usefulness, to break up the domestic peace, and fill the land 
with pauperism and crime, leaving only a deadly tract of blood, 
tears, and ruin."+76 the mamfacture and use of liquor, the 


committee said in 1898, "is against the principles of morality, 


173Tpia., 1904, p. 23. 
L74Tpia., 1908, p. 15. 
LB to, cit. 
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L76Thia., 1883, p. 14. 
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political economy, and public welfare "177 

The annual reports of the committees have continually 
urged the preachers to preach against the sale and use of liq- 
uor, and to seek to arouse public sentiment against the liquor 
traffic.+/8 The conference so strongly condemned the use of 
intoxicating drinks that the enforcement of the General Rules 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church on all the charges in North 
Carolina was recommendea.-?9 Such measures, the committee 
contended, would purge "the churches from all those who drink 
intoxicants (as a beverage), or engage in the traffic,180 


The reports have also condoned and praised the work of the 
181 the 


18 


Women's Christian Temperance Union, State Prohibition 


Convention, +8 the Sons of Temperance, 5 and the North Caro- 


lina Temperance Association, +84 


The annual reports of the committees urged the enactment 


177Thia., 1898, p. 22. 


178thia., 1880, p. 12; Ibid., 1881, p. 14; Ibid., 1882, p. 
27, etc. 


179Tbid,, 1883, p. 14. 
18090. cit. 

18itpia., 1891, p. 18. 
182Tpia., 1881, p. 14. 
185tpia., 1885, p. ll. 
184Tpid., 1894, p. 19. 
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of both state and national laws prohibiting the sale of lig- 
uor. At the session of the Blue Ridge Conference held in 1881, 
the Methodist Episcopal Church petitioned the General Assembly 
of North Carolina to pass "an absolute and unqualified Prohib- 
itory Law, imposing penalties for manufacturing or sale of in- 
toxicating liquors to be used as a beverage. "185 "The com- 
plete legal prohibition of the traffic in alcoholic drinks is 
the duty of the Civil Government," the committee declared in 
1891, 286 In 1887 and 1888 the committee reported that while 
the private manufacture, use and sale of liquor "should be 
struck at through the church, the Home, and Temperance Soci- 
eties, we believe also, that the public sale should be struck 
at through the ballot voxes."287 asnthorizea by the vote of 
the conference the Committee on Temperance, in 1899, requested 
President McKinley to issue an order "as Commander-in-chief of 
the Army and Navy, suppressing all liquor selling on all prem- 
ises used for military purposes by the United states, "188 The 
members of Congress and the United States Senators from North 
Carolina were asked by the conference of 1910 to vote for the 


bill then pending in Congress "to amend the interstate commerce 


185tpid., 1881, p. 14. 

186Tpia., 1891, pp. 18,19. 

187Tpia., 1887, p. 12; Ibid., 1898, p. 22. 
188Ipid., 1899, p. 20. 
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law so as to forbid the shipping of intoxicants into dry ter- 


n89 The conference went on record in 1934 as being 


ritory. 
opposed to any change of the Turlington Act, and as being op- 
posed to the election of any legislative candidate who did not 
favor prohibition, +”? 
The Methodist Episcopal Church used many methods to fur- 
ther the cause of prohibition in North Carolina. A temperance 
service was often held at the meetings of the annual confer- 
ences,-°+ The Committee on Temperance appointed, in 1883, a 
temperance agent. 19° In 1890 the conference proposed to se- 
cure local option laws, and through them to obtain national 
prohibition, 199 All Sunday School superintendents were in- 
structed, in 1891, to secure pledges of total abstinence from 
the members of all the Sunday Schools.19* fn 1881 a canvass 
urging the passing of a prohibition law in the state was taken 
by the laity and ministry of the Northern Methodist Church.195 


The circulation of temperance literature was another method 


18% Tpid,, 1910, p. 21. 

190i nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1934, p. 129. 
191i nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1884, p. 13. 

1W92rpid., 1883, p. 23. 

193Tbid., 1890, p. 21. 

W94Tpia., 1891, p. 19. 

15 tpia., 1882, p. 27. 
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which the church used to spread temperance propaganda in the 
state.196 The committee also requested that each minister ob- 
serve the fourth Sunday of November as Temperance Sunday, and 
that each district superintendent be. required to preach a ser- 
mon on temperance at each second quarterly conference in 
1895.19? The Blue Ridge Conference held that to thus educate 
the people of North Carolina to the point of demanding consti- 
tutional prohibition of the liquor traffic was one of the 
highest ministerial duties, 198 

Other questions having influence upon the spiritual and 
temporal progress of the work of the Methodist Bpiscopal 
Church with the white population in the state given consider- 
ation by the conference are discussed in the following para- 
graphs, 

In 1900 the Blue Ridge Conference expressed concern over 
the various forms of amusement in which the people, and espe- 
Gially the youth were indulging. Dancing, card-playing, and 
the theatre were viewed with disfavor. The Committee on Tem- 
perance, Prohibition and Public Morals asked that there be 
"wise and judicious legislation and a faithful execution of 


law, both in Church and State against all such prevailing e- 


196Tpia., 1883, p. 14. 
197Tpid., 1895, p. 17. 
198tpia., 1896, p. 14. 
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vils."499 the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, in 1918, noted 
in the indulgence in these practices by the Christian individ- 
ual, a "tendency toward spiritual reversion," and "appealed to 
the preachers, Sunday School superintendents, and parents of 
the state to aid the church in the education of the people to 
higher forms of amusement, "#00 The report of the conmittee 
presented to the conference in 1920 expressed gratification 
over the fact that the church and state had "made a pause in 
the amusement craze, 1201 The religious element involved in 
the play-life of individuals, and a need of guidance in recre- 
ation was recognized by the conference held in 1927, and again 
the Church Schools, Epworth Leagues, and homes were urged to 
cooperate in the introducing of a wholesome recreational life 
in the state. °°” 

Disapproval of the divorce system was expressed by the 
Blue Ridge Conference in 1900. Divorce was denouneed as being 
a "menace and insult to virtue."°09 

The subject of social justice was mentioned by the con- 
mittee in 1926. The committee pointed out that preachers 


could not be “unconcerned or neglectful of fellow-men who suf- 


199Tpia., 1900, p. 21. 


20015 nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1918, p. 155. 


e0ltpiay, 1920, p. 30. 


“021 nia,, 1927, p. 195. 
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203ii nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1900, p. 41. 
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fer in soul and body on account of poor housing conditions, 
unemployment, prison reform, recreation, tenancy, and such 
like evils in the American life."#04 
The Methodist Episcopal Church has endeavored to promote 
the cause of peace. The conference protested against the re- 
arming program of the national Government in 1926, 205 Approv- 
al or disapproval of the League of Nations was never manifest- 
ed, but in 1920 the Committee on the Spiritual State of the 
Church expressed thankfulness "that we have men of the high 
and moral spiritual vision as well as men of mighty courage to 
place themselves in a breach and hold back a popular tide un- 
til the people have had time to pause and think, "06 The peo- 
ple of the state were urged to train for peace and to guard a- 
gainst foreign entanglements. ©07 The following letter was 
sent to the President of the United States and reflects the 
attitude of the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference toward war: 
Whereas, we, the American people, have not fully 
recovered from the effects of the World War; and 
Whereas, you have been making every effort to 
preserve peace among the nations of the world, which 
we deeply appreciate; 
Therefore, we, the Ministers and Iaymen of the 


Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference are asking you as the 
Chief Executive of the United States to continue to 


“04ianutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1926, p. 135. 
2057.50, eit. 
206Tbia., 1920, p. 30. 


207 T50, cit. 
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use your influence and the power of your office to 

ore 858 a Pepe erence of the terrible catastrophe of 

The union of the iphoe brencuar of Episcopal Methodism, 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South and the Methodist Protestant Church, has met 
With the approval of the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference since 
1914. The conference has voted on the subject twice and each 
time both the laity and ministry favored such a procedure. In 
1925 Bishop EF, G. Richardson presented the question of unifi- 
cation with the Methodist Episcopal Church, South to the con- 
ference. «A vote was taken which resulted in forty-three for 


209 A vote was taken in 1936 on the 


and two against the union. 
proposed union of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Metho- 

dist Episcopal Church, South and the Methodist Protestant Church, 
in which none of the ministers and only one layman opposed 

it, 710 The first expression of the attitude of the Blue Ridge- 
Atlantie Conference toward the union of American Methodism was 
made at the annual session of the conference held at Asheville 


in 1914, when Methodist unity received a decided impulse as 


the result of the holding of a joint session of the North Car- 


208Tpia., 1937, p. 75. 
209Tpia,, 1925, p. 57. 
*LOtpia., 1936, p. ll. 
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olina Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church and the 
Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference. Both conferences were meeting 
in Asheville at the time, and Bishop Henderson, in expressing 
his eager hope for the early union of all Methodism suggested 
that the conferences meet together, “Lt The joint session was 
arranged at the seat of the Methodist Protestant Conference 
since, in the words of Bishop Henderson, "in this case the 
mother would consider it no discredit to go over and see her 
daughter, "#12 The immediate union of the Blue Ridge Confer- 
ence with the Methodist Protestant Church, and the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South was urged in 1935. MThe conference a- 
dopted a resolution requesting the General Conference of 1956 
to pass an Enabling Act "to permit the merger of this confer- 
ence with the Methodist Hpiscopal Church, South and the Metho- 
dist Protestant Church, If and When our General Conference and 
the General Conferences of the other two groups have approved 
and sent down to their several annual conferences for approval 


the Proposed Plan of Unification, "#15 


@llipia., 1914, p. 34. 
ae New York Christian Advocate, December 24, 1914, p. 1827. 
#135 mutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1955, p. 178. 
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Chapter IV 
MISSIONARY AND EDUCATIONAL WORK, 1880-19357 


The Methodist Episcopal Church has carried on noticeable, 
though not extensive, missionary and educational work among 
the white people of North Carolina since the Civil War and es- 
pecially since 1880. The missionary work was conducted, until 
1908, through the Missionary and Church Extension Societies, 
and since that date has been carried on through the Board of 
Home Missions and Church Extension of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The educational work has been conducted through the 
establishing of educational institutions, Church Schools, Ep- 
worth Leagues, and the distribution of Christian literature. 

Although the work of the Methodist Episcopal Church with 
the white people of North Carolina since 1880 has been pursued 
under many difficulties, the progress made is shown by the 
steady growth of its influence as revealed in statistics. “14 


The Northern Methodist Church felt that it was meeting a great 


@l4cc6 Statistical Tables. 
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need of the people of North Carolina in establishing mission 
work in the state. A challenging Situation and a large field 
of service was presented by the white population of North Car- 
Olina. An article in the New York Christian Advocate in 1927 
stated that 

there are 17,000 women in the Blue Ridge who cannot 

read and write. . . Illiteracy, ignorance, supersti- 

tion, rampant, and the Soldiers of the Cross at ease 

in Zion! Dare deny it. Facts are stubborn things. 

The smaller church is fast passing, is passing--has 

passed--so far as its functions are alive to the con- 

dition of the mountain women. 

Methodist preachers will sail up the Yangtse 

River, they will climb the Himalayas, and even pene- 

trate the Forbidden City on the roof of the world, 

but the Blue Ridge mountains know them not, °4 

At the General Conference of 1864 there was organized a 
new class of missions, which was made up of work within the 
Confederate States which were in rebellion against the Federal 
Government.*16 ‘this action enabled the Missionary Society to 
organize missions in the Southern States which were classed as 
"neither foreign nor domestic." The Missionary Society, in 
1867, listed this work in the Southern States as "Missions in 
the United States and Territories, Not Included in any of the 


A, 
Annual Conferences." For convenience of administration, these 


215grooks, C. C., "fhe ‘Children's Friend' Speaks Out" in 
New York Christian Advocate, September 29, 1927, p. 1185. 


2l6Report of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, 1867, p. I1é. Rex 
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missions were arranged into five departments. Eastern North 
Carolina and a part of the State of Virginia were included in 


the Northern department, °27 

Bishop levi Scott appointed J. S. Mitchell superintendent 
of the Northern department on May 1, 1866. At the close of 
the year Mitchell wrote as follows to the Missionary Society 


concerning the field of his supervision: 


By reference to the last report of the Mission- 
ary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, you 
will see that not one member was reported on this 
field. . .On the fifteenth of July Bishop Scott as- 
sisted in opening a hired church in Richmond. At 
the same time the bishop called my attention to a 
correspondence with Brother James H. Postell of Cen- 
tral North Carolina. On the 9th of August I met him 
by appointment at Cherryville, the last station of 
an unfinished railroad in Gaston County. I saw in 
him a noble specimen of a South Carolinian, who had 
united with our church from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and in a few months, unrecognized and 
alone, he had gathered into societies some one hun- 
dred and sixty members. I went over his work with 
him, visiting, I believe, all the families and preach- 
ed sixteen times in fifteen days. Fifteen of these 
peryi ges were in the groves. Some seventy were add- 
ed. 


The missionary work of the Northern Methodist Church with the 
white population of North Carolina began with these activities 
of Mitchell, 


Progress in the work in North Carolina was relatively 


BLT r06, cit. 
*18tpia,, 1868, p. 114. 
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slow, but by 1869 the Methodist Episcopal Church had twenty 
missions in the state. In 1869 the Missionary Society appro- 
priatea $10,000 for this work.*29 ‘the following table gives 
the number of missions within the state and the amount of mon- 
ey appropriated yearly to the work by the Missionary Society 
from 1870 to 1879;°#9 


Year Number of Missions Appropriations 


1870 25 $10,000 
1871 37 10 ,000 
1872 50 10 ,000 
1873 44. 8,655 
1874 10,000 
1875 62 7,500 
1876 54 7,000 
1877 50 5,500 
1878 «BY 5,000 
1879 44 3,000 


From 1869 to 1879 the Missionary Society expended $87,655 for 
missionary work in North Carolina, The missions were so weak 
in the state that the clmrch had to lend assistance in this 
manner, 

The following exhibit gives the number of missions in the 
Blue Ridge, the Atlantic Mission, and the Blue Ridge-Atlantic 


Conferences from 1880-1906 and the amount of money appropriated 


*19Tbia., 1869, p. 144. 


220Tpnia., 1870, p. 115; Ibid., 1871, p. 112; Ibia., 1872, p. 
130; Tbid., 1873, p. 139; Tbid., 1874; p. 165; Tbiad.; 1875; p. 
D26+ tbia., 1876, p. 160; Toid., 1877, p. 182; Tbid., 1878, p. 
183; Toid., 1879, p. 194. ene 
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by the Missionary Society :2#1 


Year Nomber of Missions Appropriations 


1880 : 

1881 41 3,000 
1882 26 3,100 
1883 40 2,700 
1884 2A 3,000 
1885 26 3,000 
1886 32 3,500 
1887 41 4,000 
1888 54 5,000 
1889 49 5,000 
1890 41 5,000 
1891 42 4,464 
1892 47 3,534 
1894 48 3,780 
1896 52 3,254 
1897 39 2,465 
1898 4g 3,315 
1899 53 3,908 
1900 4,050 
1901 4,050 
1902 3,939 
1903 45 3,825 
1904 58 6,759 
1906 51 4365 


From 1925 through 1937 the Board of Home Missions and 
Church Extension appropriated $70,179.31 to the Blue Ridge- 
Atlantic Conference. The amount contributed each year was as 


follows: 1925, $8,710.50; 1926, $7,411.66; 1927, $7,406.68; 


22ltbid., 1880, p. 243; Ibid., 1881, p. 302; Ibid., 1882, p. 
211; Tbid., 1883, p. 252; Thid., 1884, p. 254; Tbid., 1885, p. 
292: Tbid., 1886, p. 340; Tbid., 1887, p. 368; Tbid., 1888, p. 
407; Ibid., 1889, p. 355; Tbid., 1890, p. 347; Tbid., 1891, p. 
363; Tbid., 1892, p. 376; Tbid., 1894, p. 361; Tbid., 1896, p. 
306; Ibid., 1897, p. 330; Ibid., 1898, p. 343; Tbid., 1899, p. 

9 
> 


$15; Ibdid., 1900, p. 398; Tbid., 1901, p. 378; Ibdid., 1902, p. 
467; Ibid., 1903, p. 489; Tbid., 1904, p. 426; Tbid., 1906, p. 
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1928, $7,759.98; 1929, $8,448.34; 1930, $6,648.34; 1931, 
$6,715; 1932, $5,122.43; 1923, $4,447.13; 1934, $2,463.48; 
1935, $1,970.96; 1936, $2,164.87; 1937, $2,000.°°% ‘me major- 
ity of the pastors received aid from these appropriations. In 
1925 forty-four of the sixty-six pastors of the conference 
were given financial assistance.“°° 

No complete record of the appropriations made to the work 
in North Carolina by the Board of Home Missions is available, 
but the statistics already cited show that the liberality of 
the Missionary Society and the Board of Home Missions and 
Church Extension, as a supplement to the regular machinery of 
the church, was largely responsible for the results attained 
by the Methodist Episcopal Church in its work with the white 
population of North Carolina during the period from 1880 to 
1937. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church felt for many years the 
need of some method by which weak congregations could be as- 
sisted in the erection of church buildings. This need led the 
General Conference of 1864 to organize the Church Extension 


Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. fThe Society was 


R205 nutes, zeae Ridge- Ae ene 1925, p.« 81; 
Tota 19e6, .p. 1003 Td.s gaLOe be be COL.) poeta, 1928, Be 47; 
Tbid., 1929, Pe 093 ‘Ibid, 1930, De 1293" Bhid., 19S3L, py 171; 
Tbid., 1932, p. 38; Ibid., 1933, p. 72; Ibid., 1934, p. 114: 
Thid., 1935, p. 164; 2bid., 1936, p. 34; IbId., 1937, p. 27. 
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incorporated by the Legislature of Pennsylvania on March 13, 
1865.74 

When the Methodist Episcopal Church renewed its work in 
North Carolina after the Civil War, the need of assistance in 
the newly formed congregations in the erection of church edi- 
fices, was evident. In 1869 the Society donated $250 to the 
North Carolina Conference “#5 and in 1880 sent $880 to the 
state to aid in the erection of fourteen church buildings, °”6 
The requests made by the churches in North Carolina for aid 
from the Church Extension Society were many. The following 
table gives the amount of the donations made to the work in 


North Carolina and the number of churches aided from 1869 to 


1s79 227 
Year Churches Aided Donations 
1869 3 $ 250 
1870 14 880 
1871 12a 1,750 
1872 3 350 
1873 4 725 
‘1874 4 1,050 
1875 4 875 
1876 4 850 
1877 4 950 
1878 3 475 
1879 5 800 


224 simpson, Op. cit., pe. 215. 


B25 Report of the Church Extension Society of the Methodist 


Episcopal Church, 1869, p. 153. 
226Tpia., 1870, p. 171. 


e27 Tia, B69, p.”153¢7 Tobias, 1S71, ps 27; Ebia,, 1872, p. 
E62: 2bid.,, 1873, ps 416;-Tbid., 1874, ». 56; ‘Ibids, 1875, p. 
921, Ebid,, 1876, p. 112; Tbid,, 187%, p. 172; Thid., 1878, p. 
Pigeanids, 7879, p. 211. 
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The loans made during the same period and the number of 


churches aided in this manner are as follows:°°° 
Year Churches Aided Loans 
1870 1 $ 50 
1871 3 1,100 
1872 2 1,300 
1877 1 200 
1878 bg 500 


That the Church Extension Society met a great need in 
North Carolina is evidenced by the fact that when J, S. Mit- 
chell took over the supervision of the work in North Carolina, 
there were very few church buildings, Mitchell originated the 
practice of securing the erection of comfortable country 
churches "with the very small donation of but $50 for the pur- 
chase of nails and glass."229 W. G. Matton expresses the re- 
lation of the Church Extension Society to the progress then 
being made in the work in North Carolina, in closing his re- 
port of 1880 of the results in this department: 

The above statement of the results of invest- 

ments upon this District, represents but a fraction 

of the real good accomplished, This cannot be done 

in statistics or figures, Every church we build 

here is a standing proof that we are here to stay, 


and in the same proportion that every church erected 
insures our permanent occupancy, it insures our per- 


228tpid., 1870, p. 174; Ibid., 1871, p. 176; Ibid., 1872, p. 
135; Tbid., 1877, p. 175; Ibid., 1878, p. 213. 


“29Renort of the Woman's Missionary § i 
p of y Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 1868, pe. . 
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manent success. The aid furnished by your Society 
encourages our brethern in their poverty, and 

ab ge be them to efforts they could never make wi th- 
qut ity .. 

God is owning the work in the conversion of 
souls, besides which nothing is so cheering to the 
faithful toiler, who has been locked out of churches 
and school-houses, or allowed to occupy merely on 
suffrance, as to stand in our own pulpits, in our 
gun churches, and to see penitents at our own al- 

ars. 


The amount of the donations made to and the number of 
churches aided in the Blue Ridge and the Atlantic Mission Con- 
ferences from 1880 to 1909 are as follows:“°1 


Year Churches Aided Donations 
1880 1 $ 50 
1881 1. 500 
1882 2 350 
1883 1 250 
1884 5 475 
1885 4 325 
1886 8 750 
1887 3 215 
1888 4, 750 
1889 12 1,125 
1890 10 950 
1891 Vj 700 
1892 12 1,200 


250 : 
Report of the Church Extension Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 1880, p. 132. ry 


23lTbid., 1880, p. 11; Ibid., 1881, p. 13; Ibid., 1882, p. 
17; Ibid., 1883, p. 19; Ibid., 1884, p. 20; ITbid., 1885, p. 
6: upia., 1886, p. 29; Toid., 1867, p. 30; Thid., 1888, p, 
65; Ibia,, 1989, p. 31; Tbid., 1890, p. 17; Thid., 1e91, p. 
17; Tbid., 1892, p. 28; Tbid., 1894, p. 36; Tbrd., 1894, p. 
36; Ibid., 1895, p. 28; Ibid., 1898, p. 39; Tbid., 1899, p. 
29; Ibid,, 1900, p. 24; Ibid., 1904, p. 36; Report of the 
Board of Home Missions and Church Extension of the Methodist 


Episcopal Church, 1909, p. 155. 
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Year Churches Aided Donations 
1894 11 | $1,275 
1895 3 275 
1898 5 275 
1899 9 1,550 
1900 5 875 
1904 4 425 
1909 5 460 


The amount of the loans granted to and the number of 


churches aided in this manner by the Church Extension Society 


during the same period are as follows :°9* 
Year Churches Aided Loans 
1881 3 $ 500 
1882 ua 250 
1883 1 150 
1887 2 700 
1888 iL. 1,000 
1889 3 500 
1891 1 100 
1894 1 250 
1899 a 500 


By November 1, 1890 the Church Extension Society had giv- 
en aid to fifty-two churches in the Blue Ridge Conference 
through donations totaling $5,715 and loans amounting to 
$2,600,799 


rected in the Blue Ridge Conference during the years 1880 to 


There were 141 church buildings and parsonages e- 


1895, and only twenty-one of these had been erected without 


the aid of the Church Extension Society.“°* ‘the sum of $9,365 


®32rp4a,, 1881, ps 14; Ibid,, 1882, p. 17; Ibid., 1883, p, 
21; Ibid., 1887, p. 33; Ibid., 1888, p. 37; IbTa~, 1889, p. 33; 
Ibids, 1891, p. 21; Ibidy, 1894, p. 39; Ibid., 19899, p. 31. 

233yi nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1891, p. 20. 


®S4Tbia,, 1895, p. 17. 
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was donated to the work with the white people of North Caro- 
lina and loans amounting to $2 950 were made during this peri- 
04,295 The Blue Ridge Conference had received, by September, 
1903, in donations from the Society, the sum of $11,815 ana, 
by loans, the amount of $2,950, making a grand total of 
$14,965 granted to the conference by the Church Extension so- 
ciety. Ome hundred and six churches ha@ been aidea, °96 Do- 
nations amounting to $1,975 and loans totaling $500 had been 
granted to the Atlantic Mission Conference by 1903, making a 
total of $14,290 in twenty-three years. 

From 1925 to 1936 the Board of Home Missions and Church 
Extension donated to the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference 
$15,943.35 to aid in the erection of fifty-one church build- 
ings. The amount of the donations and the number of ehurches 


aided each year during this period were as follows: #97 


Year Churches Aided Donations 
1925 7 $1,122.15 
1926 6 995.00 
1927 10 3,865,00 
1928 8 2,150.00 
1929 TT 2,511.00 
1930 5 1,250.00 
1931 1 500.00 
1933 2 500.00 


2557pia,, 1896, p. 19. 
*56Ibid., 1904, p. 22. 


2375 nutes, Sine Ri ige- Sela atest 1925, p. 81; 
Toid,, 19a6, p. Lod Td., L0a', Da obo; Tbhia., 1928, D. "a7: 


Tbid., 1929, p. aaj TETae, 1930, "p. 129; Ibias, 1931, p. 171; 
Thid., 1933; p. 72; Ibid., 1935, p. 164; Ibrd., 1937, p. 34. 
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Year Churches Aided Donations 
1935 3 : 600 
1936 6 850 


The Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference returned to the Mis- 
Sionary Society, Church Extension Society, and the Board of 
Home Missions and Church Extension the money loaned to it dur- 
ing these periods, but collections for Church Extension during 
the same years have been small. For instance, by 1895 the 
Blue Ridge Conference had received, in donations, $9,365, but 
had sent only $1,014,61 in collections to the Society.°“°8 ‘the 
sum of $1,383.61 had been returned to the Society by 1900, 
while $10,790 had been received in donations. °°? 

The Blue Ridge, Atlantic Mission, and the Blue Ridge-At- 
lantic Conferences have never underestimated the value of 
Christian education. As early as 1880 the Committee on Edu- 
eation began to urge immediate progress in this field. fThe 
committee stated the urgent need of work in education in the 
following report presented to the conference in 1880: 

We recognize the need of Hducation to aid in 
every department of our Church work, for without an 


intelligent knowledge of the Truth, no great per- 
manence or stability will result from our labors. 


#58Report of the General Committee and of the Board of Church 
Extension to the ceneral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 


eee DT EE Ce ee EE 


Church, For the Four Years Ending October 31, 1895, and Showin 
the Résults From Urganization. 1th an a eniix Containing te” 
Charter and By-laws of the Board, 1896, p. 22. 


239Tbid., 1900, p. 20. 
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From the infant class in our Sunday School through- 
out the various grades of Church work to the minis- 
try of our Conference comes the demand for mental 
power to battle against sin. 
The need of education was expressed again in 1881 in the fol- 
lowing report of the committee: 
We recognize the obligation of the state to it- 
self and society to provide that all be taught to 
read and write; and the obligation of the church to 
rovide its se Py with these privileges wherever the 
tate fails to do so, and also to provide opportuni- 
ties for bi gher education to those who desire its 
benefits, “4 
"The prosperity of the church, the morals of the country, and 
the conditions of social life depend to a great extent on the 
mental culture of the young people," the Committee on RFduca- 


tion stated in 18985, “44 


Especially did the Blue Ridge Confer- 
ence emphasize the importance of educating the young people. 
"Our young people must be educated if we wish to rise to the 
desired attainment of Christian culture and be able to carry 
out the designs and demands of our beloved church," was the 
report of the committee in 1899, 45 Only education would en- 


able the church to cope with her enemies, the most formidable 


“404 nutes, Southern Central Conference, 1880, p. 10. 
41iti nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1881, p. 15. | 
Pernia., 1885, p. 10. 


onteatenaienmieeed 


“431nia., 1899, p. 20. 
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of which were "superstition and ignorance", the committee 
pointed out in 1906.4 

North Carolina offered a challenge to the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in the field of education. In 1897 the Blue 
Ridge Conference Committee on Education made the observation 
that “North Carolina has a greater percentage of illiteraey a- 
mong the white population than that of any other state in the 
Union except New Mexico."**5 the state had made attempts to 
correct this situation, but the efforts had failed, so the Blue 
Ridge Conference felt that it was its duty "to take more ag- 
gressive measures looking to the education of the people, "46 

Various attempts have been made by the annual conferences 
to interest the ministers in Christian education. As early as 
1891 the Blue Ridge Conference adopted the following method of 
arousing the church to the interests of education when the Com- 
mittee on Education recommended: 

I. That Children's Day, second Sunday in June, 

be observed on every charge. That the whole day be 

given to the service and a collection be taken at 

each service. . .« 

II. We further recommend the organization of a 
Conference Educational Society. 


III, That we urge all our pastors to pray pub- 
licly for all our educational interests, institu- 


“47pid., 1906, p. 17. 


“457y14,., 1897, p. 20. 


PAB To6, cit. 
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tions of learning, their officers, instructors and 
students, and for the Board of Education. 

3 IV. To present publicly and privately the im- 
portance of giving our young people a higher edu- 
cation, and to urge the patronage of our own denom- 
inational schools, and especially vigorously, by all 
laudable means the literary institutions which are 
under the patronage of our own Conference, .. 

V. We recommend that each charge, in addition 
to the regular collections for education, attempt to 
raise from $25 to $50 to aid some worthy student. 

VI. We recommend a special Educational Anni- 
versary meeting at each Conference session, 


The pastors of the conferences have been urged continually to 
preach on Christian education, and to seek out young people who 
should be in the Methodist schools of the conferences and to 
direct the young people to these schools. ““® 
As a result of this need of and increased interest in ed- 
ucation the Methodist Episcopal Church has always endeavored to 
carry on an extensive educational program through the establish- 
ing of schools and colleges throughout the state. By 1910 the 
Blue Ridge Conference had four schools within its bounds; name- 
ly, Aaron Seminary at Montezuma; Fairview College located at 
Traphill; Ettowah Institute situated near Brevard; and Mitchell 
Home, a training school for boys and girls, located at Misen- 
heimer. “*? Since 1880 twelve attempts have been made by the 


Northern Methodists to establish academies and colleges in the 
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state, Of the twelve schools which were established, only 
two, Washington Collegiate Institute and Pfeiffer Junior Col- 
lege, ever gained state-wide recognition, Other schools than 
those already mentioned were: Central Industrial Institute, 
Columbus; Brown Seminary, Leicester; Gladstone Academy, Glad- 
stone; Eagle Mills, Eagle Mills; Graham Collegiate Institute, 
Marshallberg; and Roseland School, Roseland. In addition to 
these the Blue Ridge Conference undertook to establish "com- 
munity schools in such localities as need them, under the aid 
and supervision of the Woman's Home Missionary Society, if pos- 
sible; if not possible, by a plan or by an aid practicable, "#50 
These schools were also called "Mission Sehools"., In 1910 
there were about six community schools carrying on work in var- 
ious parts of the state. “°+ These schools did not prove to be 
a permanent method of reaching the illiterate because they 
were subjected to the objection and the "mixing up of the af- 
fairs of church and state, "#5 

The first school which the Northern Methodists undertook 
to sponsor for the white people of North Carolina after the 
Civil War was Brown Seminary located at Leicester, North Caro- 


lina. In 1880 the Southern Central Conference felt that a 


\— 50tpia., 1901, p. 21. 
251rpia., 1910, p. 19. 
2521bia., 1906, p. 17. 
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school was needed especially in the western part of the state; 
so, a2 resolution was adopted authorizing the erection of such 
a school. "General healthfulness and economy of expense" were 
also given as reasons for the choice of the mountains as a 
place to begin the educational work. The conference requested 
that a hundred dollars be raised for the undertaking, and ¢C. G. 
Deming and W. G, Matton were appointed as a committee to de- 


255 In 1881 the committee 


cide on the location of the school. 
was continued, “4 and in 1882 Brown Seminary was organized. °° 
There is no information available which would illustrate the 
progress made by the school other than references made to it 
in the reports of the Conference Committee on Education. [In 
1887 the committee reported that the school property had been 
improved at an expense “of about $700, and is now in good con- 
dition. , .The school is now in flourishing condition, with 
fair promises of becoming rapidly a center of great power for 
usefulness in Western North Carolina."@°95 the report of the 
committee in 1888 stated that the school was free of debt, and 


had property valued at $2,000, and an enrollment of about 100.57 


25315 nutes, Southern Central Conference, 1880, p. 10. 
254i nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1881, p. 15. 
ao97bia., 1882, p. 22. 
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257Tpid,, 1888, p. 25. 
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The enrollment reached 135 in 1gee 

One of the two most successful schools established by the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for the white people of North Caro- 
lina was Washington Collegiate Institute. This school opened 


October 1, 1913759 and closed in 1932 because of lack of funds 


260 

to support it. In 1912 John H. Small, A. c, Hathaway, and 
Mrs, M. A. Boughman gave the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference 
twenty-eight acres of land in the town of Washington to be used 
as a site for a school. The Chamber of Commerce of Washington 
gave five thousand dollars in cash. The Graham Collegiate In- 
stitute located at Marshallberg was moved to Washington and B, 
A. Lowther of New York City was appointed principal. “61 Low- 
ther soon secured more financial aid. In 1912 he reported to 
the Conference that 

A friend gave me one thousand dollars. MThe Board of 

Education agrees to come in now and duplicate all 

that has been done, Mrs. J. C. Robinson offered ten 

thousand dollars if we would find ten thousand and 

the campus, I agreed to take up the work of raising 


the other ten thousand. I have secured two thousand 
of that, and have five more thousand in sight,*68 


*58rbid., 1889, p. 26. 
25905 motes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1913, p. 29. 
60rnia., 1932, p. 24. 
®6l New York Christian Advocate, January 9, 1913, p. 55. 


*02us nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1912, p. 40. 
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Lowther also stated that the Board of Education would "build 
for better buildings than we have at Athens, The Domestic 
hall will cost not less than twenty thousand dollars. ‘This 
building will be for girls. We will have a plant at Washing- 
ton worth one hundred thousand dollars,"#64 The school re- 
ported, in 1913, an enrollment of fifty students and a faculty 
of ten teachers.”°* the school was valued at $26,000 in 
1914, 265 The program of the school and the field of its work 
is stated in the following article taken from the New York 
Christian Advocate: 
The school will have three main departments, the 
collegiate covering the first two years of the col- 
lege course leading to the degrees of B. A. and B. 
S.; the academic or high school with its college 
preparatory and vocational courses in agriculture, 
domestic science, typewriting, and stenography, music 
and teacher training; and the sub-preparatory giving 
* expert coaching in grade subjects to students who 
come with little preparation, 
That by 1927 the school was exerting a recognizable influence 
in the field of education in Eastern North Carolina is evidenced 


in the following report of the Committee on Rducation: "Washing- 


263 756, cit. 
"64 Tpia,, 1913, p. 29. 
“651nia., 1914, p. 26. 


266"4 New Southern School" in New York Christian Advocate, 
August 28, 1913, p. 1188. | 
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ton Collegiate Institute draws the young people from afar and 
near with increasing magnetism. A class of twenty-three was 
graduated last year, Thirty make up the Senior Class this 


year, This church school pioneered in secondary education in 


1267 


Eastern North Carolina. The difficulties under which the 


school labored and which finally led to its abandonment are 
given in the following report of D. W. Donaldson, District Su- 
perintendent of Washington district in 19350: 


Washington Collegiate Institute has had an en- 
viable record in the past, but it is no more the 
crowded boarding school of five years ago. High 
schools are within the reach of every boy and girl 
in the State. Righty per cent of the enrollment at 
Washington Collegiate Institute is made up of day 
students. Extreme difficulty is experienced in meet- 
ing financial obligations. There is immediate need 
of refinancing tg gare for the indebtedness and for 
the institution, “© 


Feeling that “a continued donation of $9,000 or $10,000 a year 
from the Board of Education for the upkeep of the school was a 
questionable use of such funds", the school was closed in 
1932, 269 

Graham Collegiate Institute which was consolidated with 


Washington Collegiate Institute was the first Northern Metho- 


267i mates, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1927, p. 192. 
268tpia., 1930, p. 116. 
269Tpia., 1932, p. 24. 
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dist school established in Eastern North Carolina. It was 
started in 1891, and was "largely devoted to the education of 
the fishermen, sailors, farmers, and others in that part of 
the country."*"9 te school was located at Marshallberg and 
in 1888 had an enrollment of seventy-six students. The edu- 
cational plant, in 1888, consisted of a one-story building 
valued at $300.°!/2 

Pfeiffer Junior College is the only school which the 
Northern Methodist Church has in North Carolina at the present 
time for the white population. Pfeiffer Junior College is lo- 
cated at Misenheimer. The school is under the management of 
the Woman's Home Missionary Society. Its original establish- 
ment was under the direction of Miss Emily Pruden, who selected 
lenoir as its loeation. Mrs, Ebeneezer Mitchell donated the 
money for the school, which was named for her son, Ebeneezer 
Mitchell, Jr. After a fire in 1903, the school was moved from 


272 


Lenoir to its present location. The school property was 


valued at $20,000 in 1930 1 


74. 


In 1914 a fire destroyed the 


main building,” which was rebuilt by the Woman's Home Mis- 


270"personals" in the New York Christian Advocate, June 11, 
1891, p. 390. 


271s nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1888, p. 24. 


Ale eet Prer Junior College Bulletin, p. 10. 


275.035 mites, Blue Ridge Conference, 1910, p. 19. 
21403 mites, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1914, p. 30. 
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sionary Society .°?5 The school had made good progress by 
1915. The enrollment that year "crowded the capacity of the 
buildings."“"© ne high school,which had begun in 1910, was 
accredited by the State Department of Public Instruction. In 
1928 the National Board of Trustees authorized the addition of 
two years of higher education. Gradually the lower grades 
were abandoned, and efforts concentrated on college work and 
the last two years of high school. Thus developed the present 
Junior College, which early in 1934 was given full recognition 
by the State Department of Publie Instruction as an accredited 


standard institution.”"’ In 1934 Mrs. Henry W. Pfeiffer of 


New York donated money for the building of modern buildings,“ ”® 


and the name of the school was changed to Pfeiffer Junior Col- 
lege in the same year. Mrs. Pfeiffer donated more money in 


1936 and 19357 which made possible a greater expansion in build- 


ine y??? In 1957 the high school was definitely discontinued 


and the entire work and efforts of the institution devoted to 


280 


the Junior College. The Northern Methodist Church spent 


eStHsa., ps 23. 
Srbia., 1013,’ p. 31. 
“llpreiffer Junior College Bulletin, p. 10. 


*"8upersonals" in New York Christian Advocate, February 1, 
1934, p. 108. 


ei9preiffer Junior College Bulletin, p. 10. 
280 r50, cit. 
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$31,315 at this school in 1930, About $9,315 of this amount 


281 The total number of 


went to aid North Carolina students. 
students enrolled in Pfeiffer Junior College in 1937 was 129. 
The number graduated during the years from 1932 to 1957 were 
as follows: 1932, (3); 1933, (21); 1934, (22); 1935, (24); 
1936, (34); and 1937, (35) 70 
eae 2835 : 284 

Fairview College, Aaron Seminary, Central Industrial 

‘ 285 286 287 
Institute, Eagle Millis, Gladstone Academy, and Rose- 
land Bander” were not in existence very long, and Fairview 
College was the only one of these to make much progress in its 
work, In 1886 the Trustees of Traphill Institute, a private 
school, turned the property and management of the school over 
to the Blue Ridge contexencey”* In 1887 the Conference Com- 


mittee on Education reported that the property of Traphill In- 


28liiimtes of the Woman's Home Missionary Society of the 
Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1950, p. &. 


282m certon, Miss Mabel-Heckard Notes, December 29, 19358. 
@85iri nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1886, p. 18. 

284Tpia., 1900, p. 21. 

2857pia., 1895, p. 18. 
286tpia., 1895, p. 10. 
287tpia., 1900, p. 2l. 
2881pia., 1886, p. 18. 


“89 Tpid., p. 19. 
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stitute was worth $2,000, and that "a good school has been 


290 


started and is in prosperous condition," The enrollment of 


fraphill Institute in 1888 was numbered at eighty students, °9+ 


and in 1889 the number of students at the school increased to 


292 
Loo. The name of the school was changed and it was incor- 


3 
porated into a college in 1891," By 19135 the enrollment 


numbered. 133.°°" 

Aaron Seminary was located at Aaron. The citizens of 
Aaron gave a tract of land to the Blue Ridge Conference for 
the purpose of building a school. The land was laid off in 
lots and sold. The proceeds of the sales went to the building 
of the gehool.”” > By November 1890 a building which would ac- 


296 


comodate over 200 students was under construction. A Pirst- 


elass school of preparatory and academic grade was started by 


the fall of ya91'.97* The school made little progress. By 


*20tbid., 1887, p. 15. 
@#lthia., 1888, p. 25. 
er@Thid,, 1889, p. 26. 


*9 5 nDersonals" in New York Christian Advocate, August 27, 
1891, De 575. 


“941i nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1913, p. 30. 
“95usnutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1889, p. 12. 
296Tbid., 1890, p. 40. 


297npersonals" in New York Christian Advocate, August 27, 
1891, p. 575. 
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298 The Conference ac- 


1910 the property was valued at $7,000. 
cepted, in 1911, a request from the trustees of Asron Seminary 
to sell the property and appropriate the proceeds to the erec- 


299 That 


tion of a Methodist Episcopal Church in Montezuma, 
the school was never equipped to meet the needs of the stu- 
dents is shown in the following request made by the principal 
in 1906: 
We need better equipment and a third teacher is 

almost imperative. A noble work was done last year 

in securing the Home for girls, but it must be bet- 

ter equipped. The school building must have seats 

where the children can rest more comfortably and 

blackpoards so they can properly illustrate their 

work, 200 

Columbus Industrial Institute, later known as Central Col- 
lege, was organized in 1895°01 and was closed in 1901204 The 
school failed because of lack of financial support and because 
of its loeation. The extent of its growth is shown in the re- 
port of the Conference Committee on Education, which reported, 
in 1898, the school had in use "three good buildings, a splen- 


did library, and reading room, and a faculty consisting of 


“98uinutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1910, p. 19. 
H29 ryids; 1912,-ps 19, 
S00 ibid. , 1906, p. 18. 
50litpia., 1895, p. 18. 
$0? thia,, 1901, p. 17. 
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five competent instructors, "03 | 

The progress made in education through the establishing 
of educational institutions depended largely upon the aid re- 
ceived from the educational societies, individual efforts of 
the membership, and from the pastors, From 1880 to 1937 some 
aid was given to indigent students and to the institutions of 
North Carolina by the Board of Education, the Freedman's Aid 
and Southern Educational Society, and the individual churches 
helped in many ways; but thé main responsibilities of carrying 
on the work of these institutions fell upon the principals and 
a very few others who aided then. 

The Northern Methodist Church has, by the means of its 
program of education through the Church School, tried to reach 
the white people of North Carolina. In 1881 the annual report 
of the Church School Board stated that "the evidence given by 
the reports of the several charges of the Conference indicates 
a great need of awakening on the subject of Sunday School 


work, °* By 1887 a note of gratitude over the progress of the 


3505 But 


work of the Church School was expressed by the Board. 
in 1913 the true condition of the Church Schools was brought 


out in the complaint registered by the Board that the Church 


5051nia., 1898, p. 23. 


504 Tbsa., 1881, p. 16. 
*0°Tbia., 1887, p. 12. 
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School work was "very far below what 4% should be. We have 
very few schools that are doing good work the year round, but 
the majority of them only keep open doors for a few months a 
year, "906 However, from 1915 to 1937, ae a result of intensi- 
fied efforts to increase interest in the Church School, the re-~ 
ports of the Board and the district superintendenta indicated 
& great progress being made, 

The Church School Board of the Blue Ridge-Atlantio Gon- 
ference has worked faithfully to inorease the eftiolenay of 
the Church School work in the conference, Various methoda for 
increasing interest and effieleney in thia f1eld have been 
tried. ‘Some of the methods employed to secure these results 
have been: (1) The Southern Central Conference, in 1880, a- 
dopted the plan of holding a Church School masse meeting on 
each circuit, and requested the district superintendents of 
the districts to organize thelr districta into Church Sehool 


Norma. Institutes. °°! 


(2) The pastors of the conferences were 
requested almost every year to preach or leoture upon the sub- 
Ject of Church School at each of his churches once a year, 098 


(3) In 1881 the Committee on Chureh Schools suggested that 


“06ui mtes, Southern Central Conference, 1860, p. li. 
50 vi nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1882, p, 19. 


508i nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1913, p. 27. 
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Church School Institutes be held to train the SeaShare)’ be 


(4) The Conference appointed Church School Agents to travel 
throughout the bounds of the conference and state to promote 
the work of the Church Sehoo1,°19 (5) The adoption of the 


S11 (6) Holding 


Lesson Leaf System was brought about in 1887. 
special services at the annual sessions of the conference, °L 
(7) Observance of Children's Day at each church sometime during 


the wean." 


(8) The setting of such requirements as the fol- 
lowing for a standard Church School: (a) well-graded school; 
(ob) Cradle Roll; (¢c) Home Department; (a) Adult Class; (e) 
Teacher Training; (f) an organized, active Church School Board; 
(g) Church School Rally Day; (h) Decision Day; (i) Missionary 
Society; (j) Denominational Lesson Helps; (k) correctly kept 
records; (1) offering for the Board of Church gehogiss’ +? Re- 
alizing that a Chureh School could ao the most efficient work 
in Christian Education, even with s trained corps of teachers 
and officers in a large building, unless the building were con- 


ducive to worship and properly equipped and arranged for edu- 


509115 nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1881, p. 23. 
10Tyia., 1883, p. 23; Ibid., 1887, ps 12. 

Sllinia,, 1887, ps 12. 

Sl2tbid., 1890, p. 12. 

“l3tpia., 1893, p. 23. 

S14ysnutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1915, p. 34. 
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cational neeis, the annual reports of the Church School Board 
have from time to time urged that great care be given to the 
new or remodeled church buildings. 

The statistical tables for the Southern Central Confer- 
enee held in 1880 show that there were enrolled in the Church 
Schools of the Methodist Episcopal Church in North Carolina 
960 pupils. There were twenty-seven church schools and 103 
officers and teachers. The average attendance of these church 
schools was 195. One hundred and eighty-two of the scholars 
were under fifteen years of age. Only 105 were church members. 
The libraries of the church schools had 170 volumes in them.°+5 
As a result of four years of labor in this field, in 1884, the 
conference had fifty-nine church schools with 308 officers and 
teachers and an enrollment of 2,554 members, making an increase 
of twenty-two schools and 1,594 scholars. MTwo years later, 
with a church membership of 5,952 members, including probation- 
ers, there were 3,429 Church School pupils enrollea. °+® 

The reports showed that in 1915 there were 164 Church 
Schools; 986 officers and teachers; 11,017 Chureh School schol- 
ars; and 704 members of the Church Schools converted during 

317 


the year. Fourteen years later, in 1957, there were only 


150 Church Schools but the number of scholars enrolled had in- 


$15.3 nutes, Southern Central Conference, 1880, p. 15. 
16; mtes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1886, p. 45. 
ll mtes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1915, p. 58. 
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creased to 13,163, and 1,122 officers and teachers were re- 
portea.°1® The average number of members of a school in 1880 
was about thirty-six, and the average number enrolled in 1937 
was approximately eighty-eight. In the fifty-seven years the 
Church School enrollment increased a little more than 3500 per 
cent, and the number of officers and teachers was almost eleven 
times as large as in 1880. The largest enrollment in the Church 
Schools was in 1918 when there were reported 17,775 pupils on 
ve1i.°19 

The General Church School Board has often stated that the 
purpose of the Church School is not to recruit the membership 
of the church, but to develop Christian character. The re- 
sults of its efforts along this line, however, may be seen in 
the fact that more additions to the church membership came 
through the Church Schools than any other source. Thus the 
Church School was forced to feel its responsibility in evan- 
gelism.,. The report of the Conference Committee on Education 
stated in 1925 that religious education and evangelism could 
not be separated in meaning. The report recommended: 

1. That the term "Evangelism" be regarded in 
its broader meaning as referring to the training in 


the Sunday School and the other agencies of the 
chureh as well as to the annual revival meeting. .. 


S18tpia., 1937, p. 131. 
Sl9Tpia., 1918, p. 36. 
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5. That a more thorough organization in our 

Sunday School be effected for our Young People, 

aged 12 to 24, to give them training and expression 

in worship and service. The appalling loss of sev- 

en of every ten of our young people from Sunday 

School by the time they reach the middle teens should 

urge us to adopt modern methods that would give prom- 

ise of conserving them $8 the Sunday School, the 

church and the Kingdom, 980 

The Committee on Education suggested that an Annual De- 
cision Day be observed in every Church School, "preferably a- 
bout the Easter season, when decision for Christ is urged up- 
on all of proper age, followed by a class under instruction in 
church. membership, then membership itself. "941 

Closely connected with the Church Schools has been the 
Epworth League. This method of carrying out the program of 
education did not come into existence until 1892. Prior to 
1892 there was no department of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
exclusively for the purpose of enlisting the youth of the 
church for the cause of Christianity. The Church School was 
supposed to minister to the needs of the young people, but had 
failed to meet the increasing needs of the youth of the church. 
It soon became apparent that the youth of the church would 
have to have a separate organizations if their needs were to 


be met and the task of Christian education were to be complet- 


S20tbia., 1925, p. 79. 
S21 ro¢, cit. 
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ed. The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh 
held in 1892 legislated that in all annual conferences the 
young people should be organized into Epworth Leagues. °° The 
Blue Ridge Conference, in 1899, urged each pastor to organize 
and see that Epworth Leagues were maintained on his charge. °”4 
Although the Conference continued to insist that the pas- 

tors devote much time to organizing Epworth Leagues, not much 
progress was made. The lack of interest in the Mpworth 
leagues is brought out in the following statement made by W. 
A, Ballew at the amual session of the conference held in 
1904; "On inquiry I find that not mach work is being done at 
this time in our Conference. While the work is not as pros- 
peérous as we hoped to find it, we hope for a reorganization of 
the work and vigorous efforts made by the pastors to carry for- 
ward the Epworth League work on every charge of the Confer- 
ence, "94 

It was 1918 before any noticeable progress was made in 
the efforts to increase interest in the Epworth League. ‘The 


325 


enrollment in 1918 was 655 members. The three years fol- 


lowing 1918 saw a definite increase in membership, there being 


522i nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1892, p. 41. 


Sr 14,, 1697, p. 19. 


StArbia., 1904, p. 24. 


325.5 mates, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1918, p. 33. 
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only 453 members in 1919;°°° 127 in 1920;°2" ana 176 in 
a, OO In 1924 the enrollment increased to 922 members ,°"" 
and remained approximately the same in 1923, °°0 A decided in- 
erease in interest in the work was noticeable in 1924 when for 
the first time the membership exceeded 1,000 members. °°+ This 
was due to the familiarizing of the pastors with the Junior 
League, Epworth League, and Church School organization and 
methoas.°°* 

The training of co-workers for the preacher among the 
young people of the various charges through the holding of Ep- 
worth League Institutes also increased interest in the young 


pal The Institutes were held practically every 


people's work, 
year after 1924 resulting in a noticeable increase of interest 
in the Epworth Leagues. The Conference Board of Epworth 
league reported in 1925 that two local Epworth League Insti- 


tutes had been held in Troy and Pembroke, and two regular ones 


SS6Tpia,, 1919, p. 112. 
S27 Tpiad., 1920, p. 43. 
S28 rpia., 1921, p. 142. 
S29 1pia,, 1922, p. 106. 
$20rpia., 1925, p. 33. 


*Slibia., 1924, p. 29. 


et eit. 


5SStpia., 1923, p. 221. 
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were held at Morehead City and Misenheimer, There were twelve 
members present at the Institute held in Troy while ten were 
present at Pembroke. The regular Institute held at Misenheimer 
enrolled twenty-five members and fourteen enrolled at Morehead 
City. There was a total of thirty-five certificates granted, 
and twenty-seven members made decisions for a life of Chris- 
tian service.°°* 
The Board of Epworth League recommended in its report of 
1925 that three Summer Institutes be held during the coming 
year, one each week at Misenheimer, Pembroke, and Morehead 
City. The report also suggested that Institute Rally or Win- 
ter Institutes running from Friday through Sunday, be held at 
suitable centers such as Statesville, Marion, Misenheimer and 
Pembroke.°°° Twenty-three received certificates for attending 
the Institute held at Misenheimer in 1928, and six qualified 
for diplomas by three consecutive years of attendance, °°° A, 
B. Dennis reported in 1950 that the Institute of that confer- 
ence year "was held at Misenheimer on August 4-10 under the 


direction of Dean Donaldson, and proved to be the best we have 


had, both in attendance and class work, "997 


534tpid., 1925, p. 80. 
33Btioc, cits 

536Tpia., 1929, p. 28. 
357Tpid., 1950, p. 114. 
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As a result of these efforts of the Blue Ridge-Atlantic 
Conference to arouse more interest in the work with the young 
people more progress in the field was made annually. A. B. 
Dennis, district superintendent of Statesville district, re- 
ported that in his district during 1950 "The young people's 
work has taken on new life and has gone forward in a fine way. 
We had 221 young people in the Epworth League Rally in the 
District Conference on May 28, and eighty-six of these met in 
a district meeting at Statesville on June 21 "538 At the Ep- 
worth League Institute held in 1930 there were seventy-five 
young people enrolled who received certificates, and twelve 
received diplomas for three years of attendance.°°” In 1932 
the enrollment of the Epworth Leagues reached its highest, 
there being 2,768 members reported that year, °7° 

The distribution of Christian literature has been another 
method of Christian education employed by the Blue Ridge-Atlan- 
tic Conference. Since 1880 there has been at least one commit- 
tee which has reported annually to the conference concerning 
the place, value, and distribution of Christian literature. 


This committee has been designated by various names such as: 


The Committee on Books and Periodicals; Committee on Church 


S38i0c. cit. 
S59Thid., ps 118. 
S40Tpia,, 1932, p. 79. 
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Literature; Committee on Books; Committee on Tracts; and Com- 
mittee on Bible Cause. Some years there were two committees 
functioning at the same time. 

As early as 1883 the conference felt the need of increased 
circulation of religious literature among the people. The 
preachers were often requested to give this matter their ear- 
nest hitbentions"~ The suggestion was made in 1884 that a 
diligent effort be made to furnish every family “with a good 


supply of Methodist books and at least one of the official 


1542 


chureh papers. Due to the deficiency in regard to the 


literature of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the bounds of 
the Blue Ridge Conference, the conference adopted, in 1886, 


the following resolution of the Committee on Church Literature: 


Resolved, Therefore, lst. that the traveling 
preachers in charge of church work, organize Soci- 
eties, under the direction of the Chataqua literary 
Seientific Circle, and urge our people to procure 
and read and study the course, beginning with the 
year 1887. 

Resolved, end, That each traveling preacher 
hold one meeting each quarter, of the Leaders and 
Stewards of the church, to be called the Board of 
Officers, and see that they are supplied with Dis- 
Ciplines, tracts, and papers, giving them necessary 
instruction in their part of our church work. S45 


In 1921 a systematic and aggressive campaign was made to cir- 


41i nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1885, p. 17, 
S42Tbia., 1884, p. 14. 
S43Tbia., 1886, p. 16. 
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culate "the books produced by the Book Concern, and to fur- 
nish the members of the church with the Discipline, Hymnal and 
Catechism of the Methodist Episcopal Church, "944 The distri- 
bution of the Scriptures was urged "to battle against skepti- 
cism and false religious teaching, "945 

The periodicals of the Methodist Episcopal Church which 
have been placed into the hands of the white people of North 
Carolina are: Methodist Advocate Journal, The Christian Advo- 
cate, Methodist Review, and The Gospel in All Tands. fhe Blue 
Ridge-Atlantic Conference has had two publications of its own. 
The Methodist Herald published by R. F. Reynolds of Tobacco- 
ville is still in publication. Reference was made in the New 
York Christian Advocate, in 1891, of a paper "under the man- 
agement of the Rev, A. Graybeal is sending out its bugle call 
note of advance along the line, "546 

The distribution of tracts was also a matter of concern 
to the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference. The conference has con- 
tinuously recommended that tracts be bought and distributed a- 

347 


mong the people. The pastors were continuously urged to 


present the cause of the Tract Society before the people and 


544114 nutes, Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1921, p. 116. 
45:15 nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1883, p. 14. 3 
546vew York Christian Advocate, August 27, 1891, p. 575. 
oa 15 nutes, Blue Ridge Conference, 1881, p. 16. 
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48 The confer- 


to circulate the tracts throughout the state.° 
ence deemed such a procedure necessary in order "to prompt the 
people in mature appertaining to the history, doctrines, poli- 


ty and peculiarities of the church, "949 


348rbia., 1883, p. 15. 
349 Tpia., 1884, p. 16. 
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CONCIUSION 


This study of the work of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
with the white population of North Carolina during the period 
from 1880 to 1937 justifies the following conclusions: 

(1) The renewal of activities in North Carolina after the 
Civil War by the Methodist Episcopal Church was motivated by 
the desire to aid the emancipated slaves, the feeling that the 
South had need of "evangelizing agencies", and the missionary 
motive. J. S. iliitchell came to North Carolina in 1866 and re- 
vived interest in the Methodist Episcopal Church among a few 
people of the state. In 1867 the Northern Methodist work in 
North Carolina "not included in the Holston Conference” was 
put under the supervision of a newly-organized Virginia and 
North Carolina Mission Conference, and in 1868 this conference 
was divided to form two separate conferences, one of which was 
the North Carolina Conference, Until 1879 the work was carried 
on with both colored and white alike through the North Caroli- 
na Conference, but in that year the work was divided along ra- 


cial lines, and the Southern Central Conference was organized. 
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When the Southern Central Conference was organized there were 
6,150 colored and 2,500 white members. The General Conference 
held in 1880 decreed that the "Blue Ridge Conference shall in- 
clude the State of North Carolina", thus placing under the su- 
pervision of the Blue Ridge Conference the thirteen counties 
“west of the Blue Ridge" which formerly belonged to the Hol- 
ston Conference. Forty-three counties in the eastern part of 
the state were organized into the Atlantic Mission Conference 
in 1896 by the Blue Ridge Conference and the work in that part 
of the state was propagated through it until 1912 when the 
Blue Ridge and the Atlantic Mission Conferences were combined 
to form the Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference. 

(2) Outstanding ecclesiastical leaders of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church have directed the work of that emrch with 
the white population of North Carolina since 1880, However, 
it has been necessary to enlist the aid of ministers from oth- 
er sections in order to propagate the work in the state, the 
mamber of transfers among the ministry having been 31,54 per 
cent of the total number of ministers since 1880. It is no- 
ticeable that the pastors have received low salaries, and the 
majority have been compelled to resort to secular labor as a 
means of obtaining a sufficient income. The Board of Home 
Missions has made annual appropriations to aid in the salaries 
of the ministers. 


(3) The Methodist Episcopal Church has made some progress 
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and exerted some influence in many areas of activities al- 
though in North Carolina the Northern Methodists have been a 
minority element, and in some ways an underprivileged group. 
Sinee 1880, the Blue Ridge, the Atlantic Mission, and the Blue 
Ridge-Atlantic Conferences have been consistent in their op- 
position to intemperance, especially as concerning the liquor 
traffie and the desecration of the Sabbath. The conferences 
have also stressed evangelism as a means of enriching the 
Spiritual life of the church, and have demanded that the prin- 
Giples of Jesus dominate every phase of human activities. No- 
ticeable progress has been made in the erection of church edi- 
fices and parsonages, and increase in church membership. From 
1880 to 1937 there was an increase of 127 in the number of 
church buildings, and an increase of forty-two in the number 
of parsonages. The value of church property increased, in the 
fifty-seven years between 1880 and 1937, from $19,100 to 
$610,014, while church membership increased from 2,575 members 
in 1880 to 14,192 in 1937, The Blue Ridge-Atlantie Conference 
has been in favor of the union of American Methodism, and 
whenever a vote has been taken on the matter, there always has 
been a large majority in favor of union, 

(4) The financial assistance of the Missionary Society, 
the Church Extension Society, and the Board of Home Missions 
and Church Extension, has made possible the work of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church with the white population of North Caro- 
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lina from 1880 to 1957. The Church Extension Society and the 
Board of Home Missions and Church Extension have aided the 
weak congregations in the erection of church edifices and par- 
Ssonages, while the Missionary Society and the Board of Home 
Missions and Church Extension appropriated much money to the 
Support of the ministry in order that the weak congregations 
might have pastors. Through the establishing of twelve ps 
cational institutions, only two of which ever prospered, com- 
munity schools, and through the Church Schools, Epworth 
leagues, and distribution of Christian literature, the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church has endeavored to carry on extensive 
educational work among the white people of North Carolina. 
Although some progress has been made in this area of activity, 
the efforts have met with little success because of lack of 


leadership and financial aid. 
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18g 442.00 3,133.4 1,508.00 1,410.42 28,50 6. /OTE Aa 
182 4450.00 2,730.76 1,499.50 1,381.09 21.50 202 ay 
16452 5, 166.00 27033.57 6.00 £10.41 33.70 6 3 
1885 ,050.00 1,655.00 4.00 212,00 34,00 7.0083 > 
18869 - ried 
188 »775200 2,191.00 27.00 260.00 ; . Po 
1887, 3,775 9 7 {Sosa - coerce : 
1889 5,034.00 3,505.00 467.00 353.00 11.00 AF 
1890 6,604.00 2 0.00 5 -00 2 200 28,00 17.00 woo 
1891 7,289.00 4,700.00 2 00 06.00 30.00 14.00 °89S 
1892 £232.00 4,903.00 945.00 A s06C 30,002 .529.005. 2S 
189 °872.00 4291.00 $442 754. ° 00 28,00 15.00 oOum 
189 5494.00 4,535.00 515 783.00 97.000 31,003.011.00°1, Beat 
1895 7,306.00 4,682.00 609 S44 00 591.00 10.00 11.00 #2, 
189 {2395-00 4343.00 38 $91.00 phe 24.00 17.00 Oo @ 
1897 6,468.00 4,387.00 32 764.00 584.00 15.00 11.00 So 
1898 6,059.00 B2 199-00 385 710.00 one 17,607.013 0026. Ss * 
1899 5,927.00 » 120.00 36 721.00 11.00" 24,000.°21.009.@_ ¢ 
1900  67332,00 4512.00 3 400 599.00 21.00 18.00 ABS 
1901 5, 734.00 pyngeree 2 %6.00 5672009 -17.005.095,.0052..4:° * 
1902): 5, 792.00 342.00 ie piy.c0 626.00 24,00 20.00 °% oH 
190 6,095.00 4,424.00 47 S400 640.00 26,00 24,00 aow 
190 6,203.00 4,799.00 54g 795.00 692.00 25.00 21.00 £40 
1905 6,075.00 4,709.00 539 08.00 7396000 25,002 023 004.27 5 
1906 6,635.00 5,811.00 756 $80.00 32.00 25,00 22,00 a oa 
1907 8,772.00 6,612.00 957 901.00 884,00 27.00 26.00 +0 
908~ ~~ 8,034.00" - 6575.00" "917 -920,00- 902.00 40.00 Ae 


They were 


These figures represent the 


ending in January 1885. 
>notal for all ministerial support in 186 was 
Total for all ministerial support in 188% was 


erhere were two conferences held in 1885, 
$2,117.64. 
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held in January and October. 
$3,325.00. 
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a 
1909 $ 8,153.00 $ 7,235.00 $1,022 $ 978.00 $ 955.00 ¢ ge.ee $ 39.00 
1910 ‘ 17-90 8,215.00 1,258 1,034.00 1,038.00 -00 36.00 
1911 13°33 000 812,970.00 1,7 1,439.00 1,528.00 46,00 ensoe 
1912 15,587.00 14,851.00 1,867 1,710.00 1,743.00 28.00 -00 
191 17,078.00 14,973.00 2,359 1,882.00 1,763.00 229.00 89.00 
191 18,125.00 16,150.00 2,205 2,011.00 1,95 425°-~*303.00° -135.50 
1915 17,952.00 15,496.50 2,015 1,993.00 1,849.00 183.00 158.00 
1916 19,162.00 16,790.00 1,981 2,082.00 1,908.00 173.00 137.00 
1917 20,106.00 19,797.00 2,283 1,956.00 1,876.00 206,50 162.00 
1918 23,320.00 21,936.00 2,532 2,162.00 147.(8-00 233.00 197.00 
1919 28,034.00 26,611.00 3,060 2,569.00 2,414.00 257.00 279.00 
1920 opragn+00 31,681.00 3,314 ,160.00 2,960.00 341.00 311.00 
1921 36,063.00 29,410.00 3,295 3139.00 2,897.00 373.00 257.00 
1922 pa >30 -00 31,019.00 592 »226.50 2,941.50 352.00 227.00 
192 »222.00 36,089.00 » (80 3,420.00 3,064.00 521.00 299.00 
192 42,629.60 36,519.20 22 18 3,706.00 3,163.00 51.00 341.00 
iiat 4h 686.00 $242.00 O47 3, T1000" 3,301%206 11.00 277.00 
192 47,942.00 22 1489 32931 £852.00 3,502.00 474.50 278.75 
1927 47,358.00 42,384.00 yale 5075.00 3,401.00 455,00 261.00 
1928 47,709.00 42,140.00 6,941 4097.00 3,249.00 426.00 281.00 
1929 48,958.00 40,267.00 6,388 4,207.00 3,280.00 109.00 465.00 
1930 $2» 07.00 33,128.00 6,174 Bs peed 2,658.00 9.00 428.00 
1931 9096.00 30,435.00 4,825 3,412.00 2,735.00 658.00 406.00 
1932 37,456.00 27,959.00 P2007 3,244.00 2,229.00 635.00 371.00 
193 345,239.00 25,773.00 , S21 2,918.00 149° 00 627.00 395.00 
193 345316,00 28,552.00 4,802 2,939.00 2,419.00 701.00 522.00 
1232 34371.00 30,581.00 4,927 3,008.00 2,498.00  7o4.00 68.00 
19 35,243.00 30,836.00 2295 3,105.00 2,629.00 743.00 09.00 
19 4966 0 2,6 10.00 608.00 
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he 16 

95 30 
1896 30 
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$ 400.58 
1,089.81 
1,437.42 
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1,395.06 
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3220-98 
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12 , 253.80 
16,716.00 
12,239.00 
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> 
a ~ = ? pte ze = _ i o- > gE 
onterence otal Pa 
Year Claimants ~~ Ministerial Total De- Total Capita 
Claims Paid Support ficiency Education Raised Given 

1909 $ 79 $ #6 $ 22317 -00 $ 997 $ 104 $ 22,279.00 2.84134 
1910 105 120 610,664.00 1,111 129 20,160.00 2.58329 
1911 117 116 11399 ++06 369 241 ae 3.22990 
1912 100 116 18,621.00 yok 36,961.00 p22 12 
191 132 127 19,311.00 145 5L6 0,246.00 4.54345 
191 299 229 20,653.50 238 67 2,186.00 3.5387 
1915 300 270 19,788.00 55 73 37,402.00 3.019 
1916 59 294 21,110.00 101 57 pose ee 2.77928 
1917 20 331 «24 449.00 997 225 0,589.00 3.25485 
1914 4O1 p23 eee 1+ 08 2,720 275 4 562.00 3«5 {108 
1919 yyy 96 32,860.00 2,296 S05 68,359.00 5.26856 
1920 920 p19 B59953 -00 4263 94,342.00 7.03929 
1921 1,04 ee 36,494.00 6,5 1 195 78,971.00 5.99673 
1922 9g 2,419.00 7,442 107 62,255.00 6.15163 
192 1,307 S97 5,129.00 5, S61 57 86,179.00 6.35772 
192 1,510 957 46,298.20 f992 431 4212.20 5.58283 
1925 1,335 103 48,610.00 yatt 2 EY Sie 7.36132 
1926 8=61,929 1,181 (56,635.75 [2155 94,926.75 7.34875 
1927 1,761 1,159 53,517.00 , 300 98,257.00 7.37831 
1924 1,851 1,482 53,093.00 7,617 1,516 111,209.00 8,18315 
1929 1,977 1,396 49 Ae $065 29 £8,319-00 6.333517 
1930 1,640 1,234 3,622.00 $,110 51 1,019.00 5.05543 
1931 1,695 1,186 39,587.00 9,967 72,458.00 7795992 
1932 1,789° 1,087 %36/653.00.°-11,161 55,139.00 4.63509 
193 1,660 1,044 %33,9%7.00 10,621 13 50,805.00 oeee 
193 1,740 1,297 37,592.00 7,26 12 57,371.00 eet 
1935 Lee 1,395 39596].00 yet a ge oe oe 
1 i +2 , 896.00 , 30 2 093.00 4.4372 
12 2 bos 1,669" 22 6F 6200 251 ho 6 63 ~Ool Kester 


lin 1937 Ladies Aid Society raised $4,745, 
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Negro 


American 


Year Bible Society Workl Society Conf. Exp. School Extension», 
1880 $ 1.3 $ 1.35 $1.10 $ 2.10 % te 
1881 1.25 See0 3.65 8.31 13.55 « 
1882 265 1.20 1.5 1K%49. o 
188 2.95 433 6.10 S.3 14,64 
188 3.15 2.20 6.55 2-29 24.30 
1885 3.00 -00 4.20 -00 26.00 & 
188 56.00 .00 2.00 5.00 12-9) ° 
188 3.15 $.00 3.00 3.00 10.75 = 
1887 3.60 4.50 6.85 $.05 H5045 o 
1888 6.00 00 10.00 ? 00. 2 3 
1889 2.00 63.00 00 12.00 9.00 
1890 5.00 82.00 13.00 26.00 140.00 
1891 1.00 111.00 19.00 22.00 129.00 § 
1892 6.00 71.00 9.00 18.00 106.00 = 
189 28.00 7.00 16.00 Pipe s 
189 2.00 31.00 4.00 $ 1 13.00 -00 ® 
189 3.00 24,00 2 9.00 50.00... 
189 2.00 32,00 11.00 10 18.00 97.00 
1897 1.00 32.00 $.00 14.00 2,00 
1898 4.00 21.00 8.00 2 12.00 65.00 2% 
1899 abe 30.00 %.00 27 15.00 68.00 <i 
1901 6.00 26.00 9.00 19.00 136.00. = 
1902 4.00 27.00 6.00 11.00 34.00 208 
190 6.00 36.00 9.00 23 10.00 110.00 4 
190 6.00 37.00 8.00 20 12.00 11160: = 
1905 5.00 32.00 9.00 2 14.00 123.00 .# 
1906 227.00 &.00 5u 14,00 154.00 -A 
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Appendix I 
Financial Exhibit 


Office Local Minute War Red 
Year Epw'th L'g. Temperance Charity Education Fund Relief Cross 
1909 $2 $ 56 

1910 &6 

1911 2 1a4 

1912 2 &9 

191 $ 6 $46 f 
191 3 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 1 
1920 

1921 

1922 

192 

192 

1925 

19261 

1927 

1926 58 
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Appendix II 
Church Property 


Present 
Indeb t 2 


$ 10 


Paid Tory 


Improve. 
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135.00 

50.00 
1,415.00 
3,861.00 
3 4 aS 
1,933.00 
2,029.00 
2,723.00 
12,682.00 
4794.00 
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Appendix II 
Church Property 


resen urren 

Year Churches Value Old Indebt. Indebt Improve. Expenses Pars. Value 

1909 157 $117, 650 $ 17 $ 2959 $10,450 2h =6§ 18,000 
1910 1 136, 700 2 3,642 , 108 pa 18,625 
1911 160 150, 300 2,315 2, 4ok 720 ok 19,950 
1912 192 192, 793 7,301 3,004 7,501 § 730 32 30,450 
191 193 190,854 13,688 & 422 13,688 1,027 35 37,875 
191 199 223 ,585 3,627 10,033 -. 25,40" 1,089 5 292238 
191 201 es 122 3,769 10 ,028 11,059 1,112 1,575 
191 20 243 081 2 325 6 ,08F 9,601 1,090 35 41985 
1917 19 246 875 1,569 5,556 t- 26,647-e2 15973 35 46 , 300 
1918 195 268,775 3,661 2,559 S, 744 ee 37 ee 
1919 202 304,065 2,781 11,32 14614 » 471 34 +150 
1920 205, 324 098 2,6s4 19, 38,353 4 104 ps 64,650 
1921 205 337, 243 4952 25 ,635 28,049 arate 2 74, 300 
ig2e 207 p22 143 4,067 37,243 25472 [p20 4o &7,125 
1923 202 $1,200 11,537 25 ,038 17,01 5, ho 98, 700 
192 190 2p Seal $, 049 29 »810 19,776 pehT 4 94 439 
192 201 , 809 6,992 29, 38,521 13 — 120,665 
192 19 23 475 10,522 246 17,406 pt Ls 104,900 
1927 19 607,230 6,623 16,905 28,481 » 42 43 120,650 
1928 199 655,662 7,582 38,930 38,432 4 506 43 115,720 
1929 $1 out 462 2,013 13, a42 12 , 786 23297 19 52,600 
1930 &0 219,650 2,503 13,651 pak ace et 19 55 , +50 
1931 191 634 450 3,585 po > pat 19,517 = 7,19 43 212,550 
1932 180 , 650 2,750 , +67 9,208 4 073 4) 91,650 
193 181 589,000 1,925 34, 699 $,830 3,283 4O 97,350 
19 185 505,500 4 025 32,433 Hh a £9052 ho $4200 
193 17 eels 1,930 30,3735 8. 20,513 102 46 80,100 
Z 77,354 ni iae 43 0,100 
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me Place 
Concord, N. 0. 
Leicester, N. C. 
Asheville, N. C0. 
Gastonia, N. 0. 
Asheville, N. 0. 
Pigcon Valley, N. 0. 
Gastonia, N. é. 
Concord, N. O. 
Asheville, N. C. 
Clyde, N. 0. 
Asheville, WN. C. 

Clyde, N. CG. 

Asheville, N. C. 

New Home énapel, N. CO. 
Daisy, N. 0. 

Smith's Chapel, N. 0. 
Clyde, N.C. 
Asheville, N. 0. 
Walkertown, N. C. 
Marion, N. 0. 

Seward, WN. C. 

Clyde, N. C. 
Montezuma, N. 0. 
Seward, N. C. 

Glass, WN. 6. 

Clyde, N. C. 
Montezuma, WN. ¢. 
Troy, 3.-¢. 
Walkertown, N. C. 
Kings Mountain, N. ¢. 
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Growth of Conference 
(A) Physical 
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January 
January 
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January 


February 12 
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September 27 


October 


October 
October 
October 
October 
October 
October 
October 
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October 


28 
20 
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30 


1 
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shop Pres ng 
M. Simpson 

H. W. Warren 

R. 8. Foster 

S. M. Murill 
Thomas Bowman 

E. G. Andrews 

W. T. Mallalieu 
Je M. Walden 

W. T. Mallalieu 
J. N. MNtzgerald 
I. M. Joyce 

I. M. Joyce 

EH. W. Warren 

CG. D. Foss 

John F, Hurst 

R. 8. Foster 

W. F. Mallalieu 
W. F. Mallalieu 
W. F. Mallalieu 
D. A. Goodsell 
OG. H. Fowler 
Earl Crenston 

D. A. Goodsell 
J. N. Walden 

I. W. Joyce 

J. N. Fitzgerald 
C. H. Fowler 
Bishop Bashford 
Bishop Spellmeyer 
D. A. Goodsell 
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___Misenheimer, N. C0.” 


Asheville, N. 0. 
Oanton, N. CO. 

Troy, N. 0. 
Marshallberg, N. C. 
Walkertown, N. 0. 
Asheville, N. C. 
Newton, N. C. 
Parmele, N. C. 

Kings Mountain, WN. C. 
Asheville, N. ¢. 
Troy, N. OC. 

Kings Mountain, N. 0. 
Canton, N. 0. 
Statesville, N. 0. 
Washington, N. CO. 
Winston Salem, N. 0. 
Kings Mountain, WN. ¢. 
Morehead City, N. 0. 
Canton, N. C. 
Misenheimer, N. 0. 
Asheville, N. 0. 
Marshallberg, N. CO. 
Bessemer City, N. C. 
Walkertown, N. 0. 
Canton, N. 0. 

Newton, N. 0. 

Winston Salem, N. CO. 
Asheville, N. 0. 
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Growth of Conference 
(A) Physical 
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W. P. Thirkield 
A. W, Leonard 

H. Lester Smith 
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H. Lester Smith 
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Appendix IIT 
Growth of Conference 
(B) Ministerial Membership 


Effective TODS jupe ran— upernu=— ransfers » bY 

Year Member ship* tioners nuates merary (In) (Out) Oredential 

1880 1 1 11 2 

1881 29 2 3 1 

1882 20 2 2 3 

188 17 3 2 3 

1884 23 1 uy 1 1 

1885 27 1 1 1 

182 27 1 2 1 

188 29 1 3 1 1 1 

1837 39 1 3 2 

1888 1 1 

1889 1 3 1 

1890 Bu 10 2 2 

1891 51 10 2 10 

1892 32 15 2 10 2 

1895 32 20 4 g 2 

189 34 18 3 3 2 

189 36 15 H 1 1 2 

ie 2 22 i 1 1 2 
1 1 

1866 30 3 = 14 “ 

1899 35 q é 12 3 

1900 33 2 g 4 

1901 30 6 5 6 1 1 

1902 28 2 5 3 2 

1 2 5 1 

i308 2 7 2 1 1 

1905 28 9 4 2 2 
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Appendix III 
Growth of Conference 
(B) Ministerial Membership 
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Year Membership tioners nuates merary (In) (Out) Credentials 
1909 26 ] 4 1 1 

1910 oy. 1 2 1 3 1 
1911 26 2 S 3 3 2 1 
1912 32 1 9 2 1 

191 36 13 6 2 5 1 
191 Hl 20 11 2S 1 2 

191 14 12 Fe 2 2 z 
191 gee 5 10 6 3 1 
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1920 if S 2 3 3 1 
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&ppendix III 
Growth of Conference 
(B) Ministerial Membership 


epee Deaths drawals Arrested cont'd. ed By R*qst. Trial lst Year mitted 
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Growth of Conference 
(B) Ministerial Membership 


th- Dis— Locat— 
Year Deaths drawals Arrested cont'd. ed by R'q'st Trial lst Year mitted 
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Year 
1850 
1881 
1882 
188 
188 
1885, 
1845¢ 
1886 
1887 
1486 
1849 
1890 
1491 
1892 
189 
189 
189 
189 
1897 
1894 
1899 
1900 
1901 
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Church Membership 


Local 
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i 23 26 
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Appendix IV 
Church Membership 


Prep. Members Baptisms 
Year on Roll Members Preachers Deaths Infants Adults 
1909 263 7,241 58 67 77 He 
1910 175 7,804 5 1 &2 2 
1911 92 $,490 7 6 167 602 
1912 122 10,467 74 S1 S1 238 
191 164 11,059 6 104 126 593 
191 154 11,921 ut 96 234 668 
1915 174 12,419 68 101 270 645 
1916 191 12,825 70 126 158 go 
1917 79 12,455 + 1 17 466 
1918 g 12,45 3 136 12 oh 
1919 10 12, ee 5g 101 147 77 
1920 1 13,388 55 100 197 4S9 
1921 17 13,169 B gS 280 606 
1922 203 13,368 97 271 $1 
192 121 13,55 54 107 282 15 
192 131 14,29 B 94 251 436 
192 1 14,079 g 186 181 643 
192 155 12,931 63 149 2202 299 
1927 159 13,317 59 108 14h 4d 


1928 172 13,590 51 112 161 376 
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Church Membership 


Additions 
Prep. Mem—- By Prof. By Removed by Non-Resident 

ear bers R'ctd, of Faith Transfer Transfer Members 
Y a 
1 13 94k 71 
191 988 181 
191 B46 194 
191 572 316 
1917 668 01 
1918 768 3 
1919 774 1 
1920 741 4 
1921 &3 27 
1922 5 bee 
oF vit 307 

Pa 
1905 825 gh5 250 1648 
1926 439 63 219 1095 
192 206 182 1418 
1928 3h 475 160 1246 
1929 5 652 15 103 2015 
1930 3ig 630 17 92 1587 
1931 522 569 14g 91 1450 
1932 7 78 278 98 1473 
193 Ke 203 195 117 152 
i a: a; a i 
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1832 36 Roe 114 136 2084 
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Appendix V 
Epworth League and Church School 


Pupils Raised 


Ep. L'gue Ohurch Off. & Enroll- Average Joining for Total 

Year Member. Schools Teach, ment Attend. Ohurch Missions Raised 
1880 eh 156 =—s-:11, 285 $3.60 § 3.60 
1881 183 1,959 60 - 60 
1882 2 269 2,199 2.15 2.15 
18 59 308 25904 15.23 15.23 
1885 g 291 2, 15.00 15.00 
188 3 39 3 +38 

183 8 367 «3g 17:75 17:35 
188g 8s 61 as 42 42 
1889 104 504 4508 1.40 1.40 
1890 119 636 ey 17 4.00 4,00 
1891 120 95 »058 1.00 1.00 
1892 119 15 5,429 3,358 208 54.00 54.00 
1698 132 610 6,316 13.00 29.00 
189 143 sti 6,773 62.00 9.00 
1895 133 11 eiges 38.00 2.00 
1896 118 62 6,377 17.00 52.00 
1897 132 BI 6,731 33.00 51.00 
1898 111 3 32201 19.00 
1899 120 68 1369 66.00 
1900 116 678 6,30 21.00 
1901 113 653 5, S64 36.00 57.00 
1902 115 620 85,975 149 9.00 
190 116 58s 22900 4 222 286 14,00 nig-06 
190 121 634 5257 4s 651 10.00 522.00 
1905 115 598 6,81 9067 2 32.00 52.00 
1906 11 596 6,098 +105 510 21.00 556.00 

6,892 42 
6,411 456 
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Appendix V 
Epworth League and Church School 


“Ly * 


pils se 
Ep. L°gue Ohurch Off. & UEnroll- Average Joining for Total 
Year Member. Schools Teach, ment ttend. Church Missions Raised 
1909 12h 661 6,322 ,229 p22 $ 606 
1910 12 674 5,653 3,384 66 510 
1911 13 107 6,799 3, O45 629 650 
1912 96 161 1,014 ategd 6,607 760 30 
191 9) 176 1,040 11,4359 7,271 704 $ 22 58 
191 199 1,081 15,237 7,536 1,080 3 33 
13 se Ti ibis Tap fe eas 
202 2 : , 
1317 8 184 1712 16, a8 $9058 ATES 140 158 
1914 23 196 1,186 LT 47 1,493 540 143 141 
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1920 le 170 1,152 15,354 7,967 529 
1921 17 142 1,144 15,126 {> [81 668 9 
1922 922 140 1,215 15,722 &, 2 554 130 
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iss ore © ie ise isos geet By zr 
1322 1,283 178 17326 128 1 2°506 sto 4 
1927 =1,323 161 1,252 15,061 4,273 2 36 
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1930 §=1,232 72 582 1,237 
1951 2,978 154 1,16 13,4 43 
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1937 2,305 154 861,15 14,266 3p 
19 2,050 157 1,209 14595 
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Appendix V 
Epworth League and Church School 


Epworth League Member, Church School Membershin © 
Sch.0.M. Off. &leac. Oradle Home 


Year Jrs. Interm. Seniors Or P.M. O.M. or P.M. Roll Dept. 
358 140 


190 
te ; 

597 
1906 3» [26 ; 
1907 2,099 110 
1908 1,365 608 
1909 1,163 Pee 
1910 1,558 60 30 
1911 2,487 eR a 
1912 ? 3100 857 1 385 
191 0 2,03 809 203 50 
191! 4 02 856 9 728 
191 3,29 1,056 1,30 22 
191 15 5,131 1,032 964 209 
1917 B pepte 90% $79 192 
1918 283 372 » the 932 886 579 
1919 212 oly 4075 1,068 153; 257 
1920 «65 62 6,122 1,079 7 Ae 
1921 32 yy 4 689 947 3 P 61 
1922 227 695 4566 1,044 3 198 
1923 159 671 30677 1,040 261 161 
1924 159 e961) U7, 1,203 536 197 
1925 265 707 83,267 278 = [2 
ir 36 se Eihes fe 
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Appendix VI 
Missionary and Education 


Education 


Board of Missions Missionary Societies 
Ohildren's Public 


Year Foreign Home Foreign Home Fund Collection 
180 § 28.0 $ 6.26 § 2.00 
1881 “3 13.55 3.00 
1882 63.36 11.10 1.10 
183 oe 14, 64 1.85 
188 186.08 24.30 250 
1885 220.00 26.00 
1885 209.00 12.00 
1886 255.52 40.76 1.00 $ 1.00 
1887 300.35 4s 45 1.00 
1888 220. 56.00 
1889 247.40 69.00 1.00 
1890 464,00 140.00 1.00 2.00 
1891 396.00 129.00 
1892 322.00 106.00 3.00 15 6 
189 217.00 51.00 16 5 
189 283.00 64.00 3.00 37 12 
1893 230.00 50.00 1.00 1.00 24 
189 317.00 97.00 3.00 13.00 35 
1897 264.00 $2.00 2.00 9.00 18 1 
189g 198.00 65.00 4.00 10.00 19 ey 
1899 283.00 $8.00 3.00 11.00 66 63 
1900 295.00 73.00 7.00 20.00 21 12 
1901 235.00 136.00 4.00 22.00 21 31 
1902 279.00 S400 $.00 19.00 9 6 
190 23.00 110.00 6.00 21.00 15 516 
19 21.00 111.00 7.00 31.00 20 38 
190 427,00 teeaee 10.00 $5.00 19 22 
190 $56.00 154.00 7.00 23°00 5 34 

413.00 200 

336.00 _ <5 6.00 ? 3 


lgoard of Church Extension and Home Missions combined, 
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Appendix VI 


Missionary and Education 


Year 
190 
131 
1911 
1912 
191 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
192 


Board of Missions 


Foreign 


Home 


3; 


Missionary Societies 


Foreign 


Education 
Children's Public 
arr rep ie 

34 9 
56 35 
35 
26 a4 
32 20 
2s 197 
38 237 
16 
hh 
130 
108 


= 
as ms 
i ox! 
o™ 
; 7 
* 
o, 
‘se ae 
= 
as 
3 


= 


Or: 


& 
Be es oes ees Bo | 


pO 
bal fon 4 


bef OF) ay 


2 S17 tL ORD Fie 


QED LT hd 


Re 
b 


Bi 


: 


f 


See ey 


oy 


< - a a. 
T, yr oy 
“' — re 
» = athe 
r= Se ok me ak “ 
-_ = 
ae 


XXIV 


Appendix VI 
Missionary and Education (Cont'd) 


pene World Service i “Education ~~” 

On Appor- Hospifals ensions, nnuities, Distrib=- Endown. 
Year tionment Homes Relief Bequests utable - Gifts 
1918 $22 1g 
1919 S05 
1920 $9,935 
1921 5,870 185 
1922 O2198 107 
29253 896,40 $ 70 57 
192 4321 1 256 4ST 
1925-4, 380 2 
1926 4718 
1927 = 4.576 34 $ 15 
1928 § £99 269 1,516 
1929 37 4.60 929 
1930 9,15 41 651 
1931 2,23 
1333 uit: & 753 
| 1,5 1 7 
193 1,90 38 20 1,683 
1935 1, id 2 1 é 1,278 


lime sum of $92.00 was raised for Miscellane- 


ous Benevolences. 
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Appendix VII 
Conference Relief Fund 


Ooara oO 


onterence Boo 


shartere ota o Ben—= Benefi- 
Year Collections Concern Conf. Claimants Fund Received eficiaries ciaries 
1840 $30.00 $€ 30.00 $ 15.00 1 
1441 30.00 30.00 15.00 1 
18¢2 $ 24,26 30.00 54.26 29.26 1 
188 23.00 30.00 53.00 Be M 
188 23.00 30.00 53.00 53.00 4 
1845 22,00 30.00 52.00 52.00 4 
18851 31.00 
1886 
1887 
1888 4.00 0.00 104.00 104.00 10 
1889 251.00 0,00 21.00 221.00 20 
1890 $21.60 276.00 30.00 327.60 &5.00 3 
1891 200.00 3 
1892 34.00 450.00 25.00 509.00 11.79 S 
oH %60.93 50.00 g 
189 30.00 350.00 25.00 4.05.00 230.00 9 
1895 17.00 72.00 25.00 414.00 414,00 9 
1896 33.00 05.00 22.00 4.60.00 421.15 10 
1897 23.00 304.00 22.00 359.00 354.00 9 
1898 26.00 260.00 22.00 308.00 312.00 10 
1899 30.00 217.00 22.00 269.00 265.00 9 
1900 26.00 187.00 22.00 245.00 285.00 g 
1901 30.00 136.00 #93239" 22.00 223.59 223.00 9 
1902 31.00 120.00 00 22.00 217.00 218.00 11 
190 62.00 168.00 40.00 22.00 292.00 290.00 9 
190 64,00 249,00 40,00 22.00 375.00 372.00 9 
1905 215.00 40.00 22.00 277.00 277.00 7 
at aaa ra Ra 40.00 22,00 296. 296.00 9 
9 ab 278.00 25.00 22.00 95.00 5.00 
1908 800 EL diiiidcesacnialls “22.00 i B00 27°00 18 


luaa on hand $31.00. 


©1901-1904 interest on Relief Fund. 
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Appendix VII 
Conference Relief Fund 


toonsecration Fund, 1911. 


> 00 « O artere 
Year lections Concern Claimants Fund Received eficiaries ciaries 
1909 $ 76.00 $371.00 $ 37.00 $25.00 $ 509.45 $ 510.00 11 
1910 &3.00 302.00 150.00 25.00 560.60 616.00 2, 
1911 114,00 389.00 300.00 30.00 $33.00 $33.00 1 
1912 98.00 703.00 300.002 30.00 1,131.00 1,131.00 14 
191 120.00 2h hae 300.00 30.00 1,048.00 1,048.00 17 
191 214.00 760.00 00.00 30.00 1,304.00 1,304.00 17 
1915 241.00 809.00 00.00 1,350.00 1,348.00 1g 
1916 297.00 729.00 300.00 1,360.43 1,360.00 1 
1917 302.00 367.00 600.00 1,269.00 1,228.52 1 
1918 23.00 306.00 600.00 1,247.00 1,241.00 : 
1919 8.00 391.00 450.00 5.00 1,404.60 1,404.60 1 
1920 768.00 pe0-00 600.00 32700 2,046.50 2,030.00 21 
1921 533.200 00.00 600.00 35.00 1,563.00 1,568.00 21 ° 
1922 319.00 268.00 800.00 35.00 1,672.00 1,672.00 20 4 
192 S400 73.00 $00.00 35.00 2,142.00 2,142.00 18 nil 
a: 963-00 15.00 1,000.00 5.00 2°4i3,00 ee 
.00 08.00 00.00 0.00 2,587. : ; 

192 1,166.00 392.00 300.00 40.00 5*295"00 5 55°00 12 E 
1927 1,175.00 250.00 900.00 40.00 5°36. 26 2°38. 95 1 & 
192 1, 388.00 270.00 100.007 50.00 2°810.27 2,803.00 1 a 
1929 1,409.00 370.21 $63.00 50.00 2,763.33 2,799.00 19 e 
1930 1,263.00 oietee 915.86 60.00 3° 6438 2°918,00 20 ce 
1931 1,198.00 97. 922.00 50.00 2°386.59 2,024.36 22 p 
1932 1,095.00 27.00 1 ooh 2°327. 76 22 o 
1933 1,057.00 592.00 55.00 1,492.34 1,394.00 2 5 
193 1,290.00 564.00 60.00 2°010.31 1,970.50 2 ° 
ae > hs oto ce ae BoB? «iG 1 e280 22 ~ 

» 410. -00 5.00 1,401.67 1,852.00 2 
$937" 1269 00 et eee ee Holt GO= == 60, 00 2 401.24 ~ 1 a By 


64918-1927 Conference Board of Claimants. 
11928-1937 Board of Pension and Relief. 


Doonnectional Fund from 1912-1917. 
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Ministry of Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1880-1937 
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Amberson, Q. V 
Anderson, E 
Bailey, 
Barber, 
Barber, 
Beaman, 
Benton, 
Bowman, 
Brawley, S, J. 
Broyles, M. W. 
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Sesser 


Bumgarner, J, ‘L 


Bumgarner, Q. A 


Bumgarner, 8. N, 


Carter, m L. 
Cash, H,. 


spat hal “0: F, 
Christenbury, F 


Clark, F. A. 
Clayton, BR. M. 
Culp, B. A. 
Dennis, A. B. 
Dennis, D. H. 
Dennis whe Bs 
Doub, 5. 8. 


farnhardt, "D. pa 


Zarnhardt, . 4 
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ee F, M. 
Fine, J. H. 


Fletcher, a6. 


Fowler, A M. 
Franklin, B.. H. 
Franklin, Wm. 
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Garriss, J. H. 
Graham, E. M. 


Graham, W. Q. A. 


Graybeal, A. 
Green, E, P,. 
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Guthrie, C. W. 
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Johnson, A. J. 
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Jones, R, P. 
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Appendix VIII 
Ministry of Blue Ridge-Atlantic Conference, 1480-1937 
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Lanier, D. A, Blue Ridge 1490 
Lewis, L. A. Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1932 
Lewis, V. A, Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1932 
Lowry, D. fF, Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1913 
Lowry, F. R, Blue Ridge—Atlantic 1919 
Matheson, D, M, Blue Ridge 1888 
Matney, J. F, Blue Ridge 188% 
Matton, W. G. Virginia and North Carolina 1867 
Martin, C. ¥,. Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1937 
Mills, Z. W. Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1913 
Moore, W. L. Atlantic Mission 1909 
Morton, V. A. Blue Ridge-—Atlantic 1929 
Naylor, J. ¥. Virginia and North Carolina 1867 
Newell, ©. 0. Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1920 
Nimons, R. C. Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1936 
Owen, W. Le Blue Ridge 1898 
Parker, W. A. Helston 1349 
Patton, W. A. Biue Ridge 1298 
Peeples, A. H. Blue Ridge 1885 
Penley, L. d. Blue Ridge 1838 
Pless, W, H. Blue Ridge 1910 
Plent, W. J. Blue Ridge 1904 
Plyder, 0. 0. Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1926 
Poole, Y. D. Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1913 
Privett, J. F. Blue Ridge 1391 
Rhyne, J. d. Blue Ridge 1837 
Rominger, J. H. Blue Ridge 1692 
Smith, R. A. F. Blue Ridge 1888 
Spencer, E. H. Blue Ridge—Atlantic 1920 
Stevens, L. CO. Blue Ridge—Atlantic 1936 
Stewart, W. Y. Blue Ridge~Atlantic 1935 
Tipton, 8. D. Blue Ridge 1890 
frull, R. G. Blue Ridge—Atlantic 1924 
Tucker, J. B. Blue Ridge 1885 
Wadford, G. CO. Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1915 
Wall, J. M. Blue Ridge 1911 
Warren, W, G. Blue Ridge—Atlantic 1919 
Wellons, A. W. Blue Ridge—Atlantic 193 

White, D. J. Blue Ridge 190 

Wilson, Austin Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1912 
Winslow, C. J. Blue Ridge~Atlantic 1912 
Witt, R. M. Holston 1869 
Wood, J. J. Blue Ridge—Atlantic 192 

Wright, C. K. Blue Ridge-Atlantic 193 

Wyatt, J. F. Blue Ridge-Atlantic 1931 
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Appendix IX 
Financial Exhibit of Atlantic Mission Conference 


nisterlal Support 


Pastors Dist. Superin. Bishops 
eV. O 

Year Claims Paid Pars. Claims Paid Claims Paid 
1897 $1,092 $1,029.00 $212 $132.00 $114 $6 & y 
1899 1,282 1,592.50 137 194.50 164 2 3 
1901 2,188 1,931.00 380 120.00 165 

1902) 2, 347 BO ee 270 142,00 177 4 & 
1903 1,913 3,244,001 282 154.00 151 5 5 
190 2,203 2,530.00 263 154.00 145 6 6 
1906 3,323 2,883.00 473 291.00 228 6 6 
1907 2,683 2,657.00 443 238.00 245 7 7 
1909 = 3,340 Bei H65 — 279.00 276 i 
1910 3,387 2,868.00 512 282.00 287 TE 
1911 3,200 3,596.00 3.85 277.00 350 | 10 


Winisterial Support 
onference Total De- Total Total Total Given 


Year Olaimants ficiency Paid Raised Per Capita 
1897 #119 $1,349.00 $1,573.00 1.42353 
1899 1,896.50 6,098.5 1.85736 
1901 212 2,476.00 3,838.0 2.52114 
1902 $10 «65 2,678.00 Ree by: 3.9074 
190 3,691.00 , 850.00 bea 
190 11 2,955.00 5,953.00 49622 
1906 503 3,590.00 5,881.00 3.51524 
1907 1 18 EAR 9,205.00 5.51978 
i a CO eo Be 
1201 ; 2a ish 700° 6,190.00 3.66272 


lincludes donations and suppliés. 
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Appendix X 
Church Property of Atlantic Mission Conference 


Present in— Paid on O1d 


Year Churches Value debtedness Indebtedness 
16 6 $ 2 


neo? 2 15 ,050 1,94 0 
19 21 16,810 1,27 139 
1902 23 17,285 1,095 ug 
190 25 16,120 972 137 
190 25 22 245 597 557 
1905 2 26,250 938 225 
1906 30 28 ,550 381 386 
1907 32 31,300 991 1,286 
1908 31 30, 700 221 2 
1909 a 387113 1,024 Ls 

g10 il : 

1911 2 2,42 1 ah 

Paid for Buildings 

Year and Improvements Parsonages Value 
1897 $ eg H , 700 
1899 3, 7044 , 000 
1901 (84 3 1,600 
1902 1,568 2 1,300 
is g  T7a98 
190 1,775 s 
1305 2? bbs 4. 1,700 
1906 1,491 H 1,700 
1907 3,500 3,500 
1309 5,363 : i fo0 
1310 330 5 4? 900 
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Appendix XI 
Church Membership of Atlantic Mission Conference 


Proba= Full Local ~ paptisns 
Year tioners Members Preachers Deaths Adults Infants 
1897 147 ie 12 EL 30 eu 
1899 133 1,448 12 10 60 6 
1901 105 1,338 10 13 59 3 
1902 1,264 12 9 21 22 
190 133 1,306 10 16 34 50 
190 114 1,206 g 14 55 4 
1905 121 1,408 g 13 20 5 
1906 ihe Le 12 9 H 
1907 214 1,466 20 21 : 122 
1908 73 =, 446 11 14 132 2 
1909 581,554 13 g $2 ie 
1910 36 1, 706 9 21 hg 6 
+5. amelie 1,659 3 10 68 ho 


Appendix XII 
Church School Record of Atlantic Mission Conference 


Church Schooit 


ise t/a mgt 22 OST ae I as al i LR le a 
Year Church Schools Officers and Teachers Scholars 


lin 1911 there was one chapter of Epworth League which 
had 38 members. 
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Appendix XIII 
Missionary and Education Record of Atlantic Mission Conference 


raise ssion—- aise or ucation= Total 


for ary Appro-— Church Negro al Col- Raised for 
Year Missions priations Extension Work! lections Education 
1897 $ 60 f = 11 $ $ 3 
1899 130 1,183 96 1 $5 6 
1900 149 1,250 103 
1901 155 1,250 102 11 4 15 
1902 150 1,350 &6 2 7 9 
190 151 se 52 1 a 2 
ih 222 2,000 $1 4 5 3 
1906 151 2,065 117 1 1 2 
- ang 151 171 27 33 
1909 102 2,000 164 1 73 79 
1910 83 152 y 2 
1811 93 203 2 4 IF 


lpreedman'! s Aid and Southern Educational Society. 
emne sum of $11% was raised for Local Educational Interests. 


the sum of $62 was raised for Local Educational Interests. 


Appendix XIV 
Money Raised for Miscellaneous Purposes by Atlantic 
Mission Conference 


Church Epis— General 


Current American School Tract copal Conference 

Year Expenses Bible Society Union Society Fund Expenses 
1897 $ 91.00 $1 $1 $ 4.00 
189% i 4 1.00 
1899 183.50 5250 $1 
1900 4 2 2.00 
1901 157.00 
1902 200.00 9.00 
190 195.00 3 6.00 
Hay 335.00 $3 3 2 2.00 

905 
1906 221,00 i 4 6,00 & 
1907 417.00 6 1 12.00 
Tabs 416.00 2 1 10.00 

0 1 S e 
1236 436.00 e q 11.00 3 
1911 342.00 / 9 4.00 3 

1 


Board of Church Schools. 
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Appendix XV 


Ministry of Atlantic Mission Conference 


ame 
Bailey, D. D, 
Baines, W. G. 
Booth, Lewis N. 
Bridgers, J. B. 
Burgess, Ambrose 
Chappell, M. L, 
Crowder, V. 8S. 
Davis, Cc. 8. 
Davis, T. 8S. 
Eldrige, FE. 0, 
Evans, J. Midgett 
Fitch, W. 8. 
Fitzgerald, A. Boylan 
Freeman, T, J. 
Garriss, J. H, 
Graham, Willard F. 
Graham, W. Q. A. 
Hardesty, J. T. 
Hudson, J. A, 
Hunter, C. F, 
Jackson, Lealan 
Johnson, Edward 
Lewis, John J. 
Lewister, C. M, 
Lowry, H. H. 
Luther, W. H. 
Moody, L. Chappell 
Moore, J. V. 
Moore, W. L. 
Morriss, James A. 
Norton, J. M. 
Plint, W. J. 
Smith, J. M. 
Sisk, J. A. 
Stevenson, J. L. 
Thorpe, J. A. 
Varey, J. ¥. 
West, W. E. 
Weston, Zaccheus 
Wheeler, James M. 
White, V. S. 
Woodle, R. William 
Woodwell, WR. 
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1902 
1905 
190 
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1907 
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_ 1897 
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Appendix XVI 
Growth of Atlantic Mission Conference 


Number of 


Year Meeting Place Date Bishop Presiding Ministers Charges 
1897 Ocracoke October 1 Edward G. Andrews 14 13 
189 Morehead City October 6 Willard T. Mallalieu 16 1g 
1899 Elizabeth City October 5 Charles H. Fowler 18 16 
1900 Marshallberg October 5 Oyrus D. Foss 18 16 
1901 Parmele October 10 Daniel A. Goodsell 18 14 
1902 Portsmouth, Va. October 16 James N. Fitzgerald 19 17 
1903 Elizabeth City October 21 Isaac W. Joyce 16 19 
1904 Marshallberg October 20 J. N, Fitzgerald 16 20 
1905 Parmele October 19 Earl Cranston 15 18 
1906 Morehead City October 18 William Burt 15 15 
1907 Pinners, Va. October 22 L. B. Wilson 17 18 
190 Elizabeth City October 22 Earl Cranston 13 14 
1909 Parmele October 21 David Moore 13 13 
1910 Parmele October 4 W, F. Anderson 12 12 


Rowland October 1 


W. F. Anderson 
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